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M- ANY of the most useful articles you now 

have would never have been yours if 

they had not been advertised. Isn't that fact 

a finger pointing to the prompt answering of 
advertisements in this paper — now ? 

















Baby’s Economy 
By F. M. N. 


«¥T ISN’T right to waste ‘the light,” 
Said Nurse—and puffed it out! 
‘¢ Now go to sleep, the stars will peep, 
No doubt!”’ 


Geof’s curly head went down in bed, 
‘“* How kind of God!”’ said he, 
“To waste His light all thruugh the night 
For me!” 


Ah! little lad, we too are glad 
God is so wondrous kind, 
His gifts are free, for you and me 
To find! 








*— that Seems Most Wrong” 


To be in the darkness with God is a brighter 
experience than to be in the light without him. What 
seems light, without him, is not light at all; the light 
is only in our imagination, and the darkness is very 
real. What may seem like darkness while we are 
with God is not darkness to him; therefore we are 
safer just there than we could be anywhere else. 

“Til that He blesses is our good, 
And unblest good is ill; 

And all is right that seems most wrong, 
If it be His sweet will.” 


Some one -has pointed out that we usually quote 
incorrectly the-first verse of the 46th Psalm, by say- 


ing that God is “a very present help in time of 
trouble”; whereas the Word of God does not say 
this, but declares that God is “a very present help 
in trouble.” He is not merely with us as our helper 
at the time the trouble comes; he is in the trouble 
itself, and he is in that trouble as our very present 
elp. God comes -to us in trouble; he comes to 
make himself known to us in trouble with a richness, 
a sweetness, a tenderness, a love, a blessed sufficienc 
that we could not kriow without the trouble. Shall 
we, then, dare to praise him the next time the dark- 
ness of trouble settles about us — praise him for the 
wonderful blessing that he is now conferring and 
will speedily manifest to us as we simply trust him? 


x 
Coming Home 


When a child has run away from home, it is not 
important how he gets back, if only he comes. Hunger, 
or cold; or fear, may drive him back to the place 
of shelter and love; but the longing, desolated father 
or mother in that home does not stop to ask what 
the motive was as the child is gathered close to the 
heart again and is safe. So of the heavenly Father, 
as to any of his children who have’ wandered away 
from home. It is as though we could hear his loving 
cry, “Come back from any motive whatsoever; but 
come back!” Perhaps some of us who have back- 
slidden have been thinking we must wait until we 
have a high and.altogether worthy motive for seek- 
ing. forgiveness and restoration. But we do not find 
that the Word of God says much about worthy 
motives in the hearts of those who are away from 
God, it appeals to their need. They may realize their 
need through awful fear of the consequences of sin; 
or through destitution, or spiritual hunger, or thirst, 
or. poverty; the. great thing is that they shall realize 
it, and then come back to Jesus. The instant they 
turn to him, confessing their need of him and the 
sins that have come between themselves and him, 


there are “no questions asked,” but instant forgive- 
ness, cleansing, and complete restoration. How easy 
our Saviour makes our salvation and our safe-keep- 


ing! 
Eating the Bread of God 


“From eternity Christ was foreknown as the bread 
of God for men. Bread is made of wheat ground 
beneath the upper and the nether millstones. It is 
that flour which was mixed with water, with the cor- 
ruption of leaven, put into an oven of fire and 
brought forth as bread to give life to men. All this 
was to be true of Christ. He was the wheat or- 
dained of God. On the cross he was ground beneath 
the upper and the nether millstones of judgment. 
The corruption of humanity was laid upon him. He 
was made sin for us. Water is a symbol of the living 
Word. He was there as the Word of God and 
according to the Word of God. By the furnace 
blast of the fire of God, the downsweep of the wrath 


-of his holiness, the essential antagonism of God to 


the sin of the world representatively seen in that 
cross, he became the bread of God. The bread men 
must eat if they would satisfy the hunger of the soul. 
The bread they must eat and the blood they must 
drink if they would live forever. Believing on Jesus 
is appropriating him for what he claims himself to 
be. In claiming to be the bread of God, in demand- 
ing that, men shall eat of his flesh and drink of his 
blood, he affirms himself to be a sacrifice for sin 
and a personal substitute for the sinner. Believing 
on him as the bread of God owns him for this claim. 
You cannot get him as bread of life in any other 
way. And this is what believing on Jesus means.” 
(From a pamphlet by Dr. I. M. Haldeman, “What 
Is It. to Believe on Jesus?” It may be had, as a side- 
light on the Manna lesson of February 2, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 20 cents a dozen 
copies, 2 cents each, or $1 a hundred.) 


Did You Know You Were Free ? 


is to be held?” A newspaper reporter was ask- 

ing the question. He was in the hallway out- 
side the auditorium of a large church in Philadel- 
phia; groups of interested people were busily ‘talk- 
ing together or looking over an interesting litera- 
ture display. 

“This is a sort of peace celebration, but probably 
not the kind you mean,” answered one of the leaders 
of the Conference that was just“starting. The re- 
porter, a well dressed man, pulled a newspaper clip- 
ping from his pocket, and it proved to be an‘ an- 
nouncement of the Mid-Winter Victorious Life Con- 
ference. “You are in the right place,” went on the 
speaker, “but this Conference has nothing to do with 
the victory in the war over in Europe. It is to get 
victory in the lives of individual Christians.” 

The reperter went in to hear the opening message 
that evening, given by Dr. W. B. Anderson, Corre- 
sponding Seeretary of the United Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions. “The speaker, in a bless- 
edly unsparing way, showed what it is to deny self 
and take up the cross and follow Christ. What was 
needed, he said, was a group of Christians who would 
be a “Rainbow Division” to follow Christ. To deny 
self is far more than “to say No to self.” It is to 
do with self as Peter did with his Lord when he 
denied that he ever knew him. We are to live our 
life, now as Christians, on the basis that self has 
no existence and is not to be reckoned in any of our 
plans. This is to “reckon self dead” (Rom. 6:11). 

The following day that newspaper reporter re- 
turned to this strange “peace celebration” and sought 
another interview. He asked in a puzzled way just 
what was the object of the gathering. He had been 
a reporter on the New York World for ten years, 
he said, and had recently come-to Philadelphia; he 
had heard a great many preachers in his newspaper 
work, but none that impressed him more than the 
man who had spoken the night before. 


“Ti THIS the place where the peace celebration 


“Are you a Christian?” asked the conference leader 
to whom the reporter was speaking. 

“Oh, yes; a sort of one. I don’t go to church 
much, though.” 

The other then explained that one could not very 
well understand the purpose of this conference if 
he was not a Christian. And there followed an 
earnest conversation, in which the reporter learned 
that one of the purposes of the conferences was to 
get hold of “nominal Christians” and give them a 
vital knowledge. and appropriation of Christ. The 
twofold purpose of the conference was explained: 
to get Christians into victory over sin, and to call out 
volunteers for missionary service. 

“Then the chief purpose is to get missionaries to 
go out,” said the reporter. 

“No, that is not the chief purpose. The chicf 
purpose is to make Christ real in the lives of men 
and women.” For experience has proved, as Hudson 
Taylor pointed out to the missionaries of the China 
Inland Mission many years ago, that we need not 
be so much concerned about the need of the mission 
field as about holding up Jesus Christ before men 
and women. With Christ first and central in their 
lives, God can and will speak to them about the mis- 
sion field. At the same time the tragic need and 
glorious opportunity of the mission field is con- 
stantly kept before those who attend these Victorious 
Life Conferences. 

The reporter attended two or three more meetings, 
—and perhaps, as was suggested to him, the Lord 
had a different reason for sending him there than 
merely to get copy for his newspaper. 


“Did you know you were free?” may fairly be said 
to have been the challenge of this conference to the 
Christians who attended. It was shown, with in- 
sistent and Scriptural clearness, that all believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour are free from the 
bondage of sin, whether they know it or not. It was 
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made inescapably plain that God’s Word throughout 
the New Testament puts our victory over sin always 
in the past. Our victory, our freedom, has been ac- 
complished for us. “For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of 
sin and of death” (Rom. 8:2). “I have been cruci- 
fied with Christ; and it is-no longer I that live, but 
Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). The Holy Spirit, 
through the speakers, pleaded with the Christians at 
this conference to recognize and accept the F pon 
which God has declared unto them in his Word are 
facts. As one Christian after another stopped “try- 
ing,” stopped struggling, stopped attempting to “un- 
derstand” or get all questions answered, and just 
quietly, in simple faith, thanked and praised God for 
the freedom which Christ has accomplished for and 
in every believer, they entered into “the rest of 
faith” and victory became theirs in personal, actual 
experience. 

One often sincere but wholly mistaken criticism of 
the truth of the Victorious Life was answered in the 
Sunday morning sermon by the Rev. Francis Shunk 
Downs, of the Market Square Presbyterian Church 
of Germantown, Philadelphia, as he spoke of the 
fact that some say that the Victorious Life Chris- 
tian does not work, but expects to be carried to 
heaven “on flowery beds of ease.” The “ease” in 
the matter has to do with victory over sin, not with 
service: the two are very different aspects of the 
Christian life. Victory is a gift,—“thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). We do not have to 
work for a gift; we take it by simple faith. We do 
not improve a gift after it is given to us, if it comes 
from Him alone who gives us “every good gift and 
every perfect gift” (James 1:17). But having re- 
ceived, by faith in Christ, victory over sin, and con- 
tinuing moment by moment to trust him for that 
victory, then the truly victorious Christian is ag- 
gressively a worker, instant in season and out of 
season in the service of his Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ. He works, not in order to be victorious, but 
because Christ has made him victorious; he “re- 
joiceth as a strong man to run his course” (Psa. 
19:5); he works, for “the night cometh, when no 
man can work” (John 9:4); he realizes that his 
Lord may come at any time, and he is jealous to buy 
up every opportunity to serve, that Lord and testify 
to the utter sufficiency of His graee while he may 
yet do this in the preciouss moments that remain. 
That is why a stream of missionaries is going out 
from these Victorious Life Conferences to the ends 
of the earth. 


A white-haired man stepped up to the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, at the close of one of 
the meetings,—the Editor had already recognized 





him,— and said, with a little smile, “I am Mr. q 
of ——, that reader of yours who was always kick- 
ing !” 


The Editor replied with a smile that he knew his 
friend perfectly well, and they had a delightful bit 
of fellowship together. This alleged “kicker” has 
been a true friend of The Sunday School Times for 
many years, and still is. He came to Mr. Oliver R. 
Heinze, the Director of the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, and said to him in a very humble spirit: “Are 
you in charge of the literature department here?” 
Mr. Heinze replied that he was. 

“Do you know anything about this Victorious 
Life?” 

cre, 2 &” 

“How long have you known it?” 

“For six years.” 

“Does it work?” 

“Yes, indeed, it does.” 

“Well, then, you are the man I want to talk to 
about this. I would like to know more about this 
teaching. I am hungry for it.” 

There followed an earnest talk together, which 
was interrupted just then, and in the busy hours 
that crowded on afterwards these two men were not 
able to talk further, about the great question. But 
at the closing session of studies in the Victoriaus 
Life, when the speaker asked all who were ready 
to thank the Lord Jesus Christ, now, in simple faith, 
without any further asking or questioning, that he 
was their all-sufficient victory, this white-haired man 
rose in his place. He is free; he has been free ever 
since he first took Jesus as Saviour; God has shown 
him that he need only thank the Lord Jesus for this, 
and rest the whole case there. 

The closing session of the Conference, Sunday 
evening, January 5, was addressed by Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, of Toronto, who gave a memorable 
Bible message.on “Saying Yes to Jesus,” in which 
he showed, from a series of Scripture passages that 
all include the word “yes” in reply to a question 
asked by our Lord, that this simple act on our part 
in response to our Lord is the secret of all the bless- 
ings that Christ offers us. A woman with a marked 


foreign accent who had been an anxious inquirer 
at the Victorious Life Conference at Princeton last 
summer, and who had attended meeting after meet- 
ing at this Mid-Winter Conference in Philadelphia, 
had asked at one of the Question Box meetings how she 
could be sure whether she had surrendered every- 
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thing to the Lord or not. After Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 


clear message that closing night, as the throngs were~ 


moving out of the church, she stopped one of the 
leaders in the aisle and said, “If surrender is ‘saying 
Yes to Jesus,’ I can do that; I can do that” The 
Lord himself had carried home to her heart just the 
needed word. : 

Ext us not forget, either, that “the faith for vic- 
tory” is simply saying Yes to Jesus, also. He says 
to us, “My grace its sufficient for thee.” We answer, 
“Yes, Lord.” That is enough. 


People from all over the continent attended this 
conference. At the Sunday afternoon Say-so Meet- 
ing of testimony one man from Nebraska said that 
he had made a twenty-five hundred mile trip, and 
had found in Christ what he needed. Others were 
present from Kansas, from Virginia,— one of these 
an Australian minister—a well known Canadian 
newspaper publisher and his family from Canada 
who had been in Atlantic City and came up to Phila- 
delphia for the Conference; still others from New 
York, New Jersey, the District of Columbia, Massa- 
chusetts, and elsewhere. There is a widespread 
hunger throughout our land for the truth of victory 
in Christ. Insistent invitations and appeals for the 
holding of Victorious Life Conferences are coming 
to the Board of Managers from widely separated 
regions. Will you pray for the guidance of this 
Board, that they may do whatever God would have 
done in a possible extension work, so that confer- 
ences may be held just as freely, perhaps all the year 
round, as God directs? Will you unite with the 
Board in asking God for guidance, for the raising 
up of speakers for such conferences, and for the 
providing of the expenses of such work? 


“Well, the conferences are all alike —- only better.” 
So spoke a woman just after the last meeting~was 
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Did the Witch of Endor Raise Samuel? 


Will you please explain 1 Samuel, 28th chapter? Did 
the witch of Endor really raise Samuel, God allowing 
this to be done for poor.Saul’s sake? In the 19th verse 
Samuel says, “To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be 
with me.” Catiwe infer that they were saved men, ‘to 
be where Samuel was?—A California Subscriber. 


Samuel doubtless did really come forth from the 
dead. The statements made in this chapter so posi- 
tively, “When the woman saw Samuel*; “Samuel 
said to Saul”; “Then said Samuel,” and “because of 
the words of Samuel,” are the positive word of in- 
spiration that Samuel was there. 

But the witch of Endor did not raise the old 
prophet. She was a counterpart of “mediums” who 
practice spiritism to-day, and either actually receive 
messages from evil spirits (who by their superior 
knowledge may be able to impersonate dead rela- 
tives and friends), or who pretend to receive such 
messages. God had forbidden communication with 
those who practise witchcraft.: “The soul that 
turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after 
wizards...I will even set my face against that soul, 
and will cut him off_from among his people” (Lev. 
20:6). Note also Leviticus 19: 31 and Deuteronomy 
18: 10, 13. 

Before his disobedience and fall, “Saul had put 
away those that had familiar spirits and the wizards 
out of the land” (v. 3). This woman of Endor knew 
this, and for that reason feared Saul when God sur- 
prised her by actually allowing Samuel to-appear and 
caused her to recognize Saul (v. 12). Saul was in 
desperation because when he “enquired of the Lord, 
the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, nor 
by Urim, nor by prophet” (v. 6). Abhorrent as 
was witchcraft, “on the other hand,” says Dr. James 
M. Gray in his comment on this passage in the Chris- 
tian Workers’ Commentary, “God may be at liberty 
to do what he would not permit his creatures to do.” 
And thus he allowed Saul to receive his sentence of 
doom. ; 

One commentator holds that it was not Samuel 
who appeared, “but the materialization of a deceiving 
spirit impersonating Samuel.” Commenting on verse 
z4, this commentator argues that if the spirit of 
Samuel had appeared it would not be wearing a 
mantle, and that if Samuel appeared in the body, it 
would be with grave clothes, and therefore he thinks 
mediumistic deception was practised. “Nothing was 
said but what was well known before,” this com- 
mentator holds. The exactness of Scripture state- 
ments in recording the conversation as being with 
Samuel seems absolutely to confute this argument. 

By the statement of Samuel that “to-morrow shalt 
thou and thy sons be with me,” is simply meant that 
they would be with the dead. “Saul might be with 
Samuel in that he was among the dead, and yet not 
in the sense that he was in the company of the right- 
eous dead.” 
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over. That is as God would have it. He would have 
these conferences far better than any of them have 
et been, for even surrendered and trusting believers 
ve explored“so little of the riches of Christ Jesus. 
Meanwhile, let us praise Him that all things are ours 
in Christ, every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies; 
and let us, resting in this fact, press on, if so be that 
we may lay hold on that for which also we were laid 
hold on by Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:12). ‘ 


The new volume “ The Victorious Life"’ is a report of the 
several summer conferences of 1918, giving perhaps the fullest 
and clearest message on this truth among recent publications. 
It contains addresses and Bible studies by Dr. th Thomas, 
Dr. W_ B. , Dr. Jonathan Goforth, Mr. Robert C., 
McQuilkin, Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, Miss Louisa Vaughan, 
Mrs. Alice E. McClure, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, and 
several others, together with many testimonies to the Vic- 
torious Life, and sketches of the various conferences. The 
book contains about 400 pages, and may be had at $1, postpaid, 
po ie ae School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 

iladelphia. 








A Call for a Conference on World Evangelism 
and Vital Christianity after the War, Feb. 3-7, 
1919, at the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 




















men are coming home with new and. deep ex- 

periences. How have they affected the spiritual 
side of their lives? What new and quickened duty 
towards them devolves upon us Christians? 

Hundreds of families are shrouded in sorrow be- 
cause of those who, will not come home. What vital 
message of comfort have we for them? 

Mission lands are calling, calling for more, and 
still more, consecrated men and women to come over 
and help them. Who will respond? 

Do we realize that the war has given a new im- 
pulse to false religious teaching? German militarism 
is dead, but German theology that made it possible, 
still lives. The Gospel of good works, of physical 
suffering and sacrifice, has more than ever supplanted 
that of salvation through the Cross of Christ. Never 
was there a sterner demand on Christians of the 
evangelical faith, never a sterner call for a bold and 
united testimony. 

But oh, what an obligation rests upon us to pray 
in these days! Have we forgotten how to plead, 
how to make supplications and intercessions for all 
men, or are we simply cold and indifferent? Think 
of David Brainerd, of Jonathan Edwards, of Father 
Nash in the Finney revivals, of “Auntie” Cook in 
the life of D. L. Moody! It is not the theology of 
prayer we need, but the practise of it. In Ysaiah’s 
day God saw that there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no intercessor; is He still seeing, and 
still wondering? , 

And what about our personal- life, my brethren? 
Shall these terrible judgments that have fallen upon 
us, and which are not yet removed, leave us without 
repentance, and no purer and stronger spiritually 
than we were before? Has our heart no cry in it 
for the Living God? Have we no inner longing to 
come and appear before Him? 

Meet with us in the Conference at The Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, February 3-7. 

Vital doctrines of the faith will be reaffirmed by 
men of recognized scholarship and piety, while others 
gifted to interpret them in relation to new world 
conditions will counsel us as to action. 

A place will be- given to influential pastors and 
editors of denominational journals who are loyally 
witnessing for the Bible’and the Saviour it reveals, 
in the face of rationalistic criticism. 

Bible Institutes of the United States and Canada 
are sending representatives to discuss the question 
of closer co-operation in their special task. 

Evangelists and Rescue Mission workers will be 
present, many of whom have been engaged in war 
work and who will come with a new vision of ser- 
vice for this reconstruction period. There is a crisis 
oh in evangelism. 

An old-fashioned .experience meeting will be a 
feature of each day, and one taught of the Lord will 
lead us in our daily prayer. 

The Institute can accommodate a limited number 
of guests at $1.50 a day, and it will endeavor to 
secure reservations outside of its own buildings for 
those who request them, though in either case early 
application is urged. Address The Moody Bible 
Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 

In conclusion, all who read this call are affection- 
ately and earnestly exhorted to unite with -us- in 
prayer for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Conference. 

Oh, that another? revival in preparation for what is 
now-ahead may be vouchsafed to us! 

Hoping to see you face to face at the date named, 
I remain, in the name of The Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago, but above all, in The Name That Is 
Above Every Name, 


Fraternally yours, 
James M. Gray, 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute. 


Tas war is ended, thank God! Thousands of 
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Overseas with Our Boys on a Transport 





What they saw, and how they lived on the way across 


By Philip E. Howard 





“GRAY October morning and strangely deco- 
rated ships moving down the river past the 
pier rhe A ship like the others lying at 

the pier, and over her gangplanks a stream of sol- 

diers, each with his full equipment, going on board, 
mafiy with sober faces, others with a laugh as they 
crowd on, and stil! others with song. 

It is quite different from the usual dock-side scene 
when a liner leaves. In the old days, the handker- 
chief-waving, flag-waving crowd to say good-bye, 
and one’s own sense of vacation relief as the ship 
with band playing swings out into midstream, and 
heads for the sea. Now, that flood of soldiery com- 
ing on board a ship whose name you did not know 
until you arrived within the barrier on the guarded 
pier, and-none to wave farewell when that ship, 
decorated outwardly with what appeared to be an 
extreme cubist’s delirious dream, crept away from 
the almost empty pier, headed downstream and made 
for her assigned position with the gathering convoy 
outside the harbor. , 

It was a gray experience, touched with gleams 
of sunlight. There was light in many a face among 
the boys in khaki, the light of a now satisfied eager- 
ness to go over there. “See that man?” said the 
chief engineer just before we left, pointing to a 
watchman alone on the next pier head. “He’s a 
great friend of mine, he is. I thought maybe he'd 
come aboard. He often does. He tells me he prays 
for me on every voyage.” And a light shone in that 
Scotch engineer’s face just then. There was nothing 
gloomy about the start, but it isn’t exactly a summer 
tourist’s sailing-day when the ship below deck is 
packed with soldiers and you are given a tife-pre- 
server which must go with you wherever you go, 
literally so, and then your.boat-station where you 
.are to report, if—! 


The Start of a “Mystery Voyage” 

It is a gray scene outside the harbor, too, when 
the convoy spread out in the twilight, and seaplanes 
hover, and the little torpedo boat to starboard rolls 
almost clean over in the seas that cover her, as she 
lies just beside you, towing the huge “sausage” ob- 
servation balloon floating steadily against the gray 
above you. Then on a course unknown to you, to a 
port unknown to you, the whole convoy makes for 
the open_sea-track, each ship in her exact position 
and all shépherded by the escorting cruisers, with a 
watchful destroyer zigzagging far ahead. 

So the gray.day turns into dark. The ships around 
you almost disappear in the failing light, and when 
night shuts down you_may indeed see a “blinker” 
signal now and again, flashing for an jnstant from 
the flagship, but there are no other lights visible, and 
then to the keenest eyes the convoy becomes nothing 
more than so many vague shadows on the sea, com- 
panying one another on a mystery voyage. as 

And what does night mean to a convoy? To the 
passéngers it means absolute darkness on all outer 
decks, decks to which you are admitted from the 
doorways only one person at a time, between heavy 
inner curtains that make a closely drawn light-lock 
through which no gleam may pass outward when 
the door is opened. There’s no smoking on deck. 
They say the glow of a cigar or cigarette has cost 
a ship’s life. Excepting in certain zones, the saloons 
and staterooms are well lighted, with, of course, every 
port and window tightly darkened. To the boys in 
khaki the night is a nightmare, so they say! Going 
the rounds with the military doctor one day, I saw 
‘just how the boys live ’tween-decks. Some have 
rooms, many have bunks, and many have hammocks 
slung close together. 

In one of the crowded hammock quarters the doc- 
tor said inquiringly to one boy, “Pretty comfortable 
in the hammock?” 

“Yes, sir,” replied the doughboy, and winked at 
me on the side. : 





The grotip of which Mr. Howard was a member on this 
remarkable tour was composed chiefly of religious journal- 
ists, with two or three not identified with religious periodi- 
cals. They sailed on October 20, 1918, for England, as the 
guests of the British Government, a¢ the invitation of the 
Ministry of Information, presented by the Rev. Dr. J. 
Stuart Holden, of London, who came to America on 
this mission. Their names follow: President W: Douglas 
Mackenzie, of Hartford Theological Seminary; Mr. W. R. 
Moody, of the Northfield Schools, and Record of Christian 
Work; the Rev. Dr. Dan B. Brummitt, of the Epworth 
Herald; the Rev. Dr. Clifton Gray, of the Baptist Standard; 
the Rev. Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, of the Christian 
Century; the Rev. Guy Shippler, of the Churchman; the 
Rev. Dr. Robert W. Gammon, of the Congregationalist; 

Mr. Ernest Hamlin Abbott, of the Outlook, and Mr. Jack- 
son Fleming, representing two periodicals, Harper’s Maga- 
zine, and Asia. 





“Convoy duty has not been spectacular,” 
says Secretary of the Navy Daniels, in his 191 
Annual Report. Not to navy officers perhaps, 
but it is to an on-looking word-painter aboard 
a convoyed transport. The graphic picture on 
this is an earnest of others in the series of 
artic by Mr. Howard which will appear in 
early issues of The Sunday School Times, telling 
of his visit to the War Zone as a guest of the 
British Government — conversing with warriors, 
statesmen, and churchmen; interviewing Irish 
Sinn Feiners; studying labor problems; meeting 
repatriates returning to ruined homes; motoring 
hundreds of miles over famous battle-fronts; 
and, in short, considering at first hand the 
tremendous problems of the new order of things 
issuing from the World War. 








As the doctor turned away, I whispered to the 
soldier, “Did you.wink then with one eye or two?” 

“With both, sir!” he exclaimed, feelingly, and 
with a good broad American grin. 

To the man on the bridge, night with a convoy 
calls‘ for a special vocabulary. In a chat with the 
Captain one day—he never, by the way, appeared 
in the dining-saloon during the whole voyage —I 
asked, “Captain, how is it at night, running in a 
convoy without any lights?” 

The keen-eyed man who had been on the Atlantic 
run for four years of war glared at me and ex- 
ploded. “It’s rotten,’ he sputtered. “I’d rather run 
alone.” For, as he explained, the dangers of col- 
lision are so great that the transporting of about two 
million Americans with the loss of not more than a 
few hundred is simply miraculous. But the convoy 
system and the loyal co-operation of just such mer- 
chant captains as he, made such transport possible, and 
so ‘well have the convoys been Known to be guarded 
and managed that many a destroyer commander has 
never had a chance to “bag” a submarine at all. The 
escort and the zigzag, irregular in time and very fre- 
quent, immensely increased the factors of safety in 
the crossing during the closing year of the war. 

A writer in the London Times states that: “In the 
best months considerably over 300,000 American 
troops have been carried to Europe, 62 per cent. of 
them in ships under British control. One of the 
largest of these convoys of British ships brought 
30,000. men. Again, early last year, the British Gov- 
ernment bought the greater part of the Argentine 
wheat crop. A special convoy was started in the 
summer to bring the wheat to Great Britain, France, 
and Italy. In these convoys came 307 ships with a 
gross total tonnage of 1,466,000, and only one of 
them was lost by enemy action.” And further he 
states that out of 14,968 ships in organized convoys 
on the North Atlantic from July 26, 1917, to October 
5, 1918, there were but 118 thus lost. 


Playing on Deck — but Ready! 


The day on a €onvoyed transport is a kaleidoscope 
of human interest. Around you is the fleet, carrying 
about as many persons as would be found in a good- 
sized American city. On either flank hangs a steady 
cruiser, and far ahead ranges a destroyer, zigzagging 
broadly. Every one on board your ship is wearing, 
or carrying, a life preserver. Every boat is swung 
out from the davits in readiness for instant use. 
And if it is a bright day without rain, down there 
on the after deck the Y. M. C. A. men and women 
helpers on their way over are giving the men a 
“sing-song,” or the athletic leader is getting them 
to do “stunts,” or supervising a boxing match in 
which the boys step out into the cleared space in the 
crowd, take or give their pounding, and retire victor 
or vanquished, sometimes with “head bloody, but 
unbowed,” amid the cheers of the khaki-clad on- 
lookers. 

Go below on sanitary inspection, if you will, and 
while you will find crowding of accommodations, 
you will also find tke strictest insistence on cleanli- 
ness. The doctor flashes his light under berths, along 
tables-in dimly lighted improvised dining~ spaces 
under the closed hatchways, into corners where dirt 
might acCumulate,— anywhere and everywhere that 
light goes, along with the doctor’s quick question, 
“Who’s.in charge here?” and his concise word of 
command, “Clean up those: crumbs. We had a hun- 
dred percent record yesterday on general inspection. 
Let’s not fall below it.” And the boys jump to obey 
the order. Illness was at a minimum on our boat,— 
only two or three cases in the hospital, and the “flu” 
raging on both sides the Atlantic. 





Climb to the boat deck itself if you want to see 
our boys on detail duty in the open. Here they stand 
submarine watch, at intervals along the rail, day and 
night. Some of them are not at the rail, but over 
by the funnel, perhaps, on watch there, and they’ll 
talk with you if you like. It is a great opportunity 
for a Christian in the least out for service in Christ's 
name. Never believe. that these boys dislike to hear 
the simple Gospel. They listen so readily that the 
hesitant personal worker is soon ashamed of the 
imaginary barriers that hold him back. I talked 
with two boys in this way on that high and blowy 
deck one afternoon, who not only accepted Testa- 
ments, but who went so far as to thank me for taking 
the trouble, as they put it, to tell them about Jesus, 
so that they could accept him, which they did most 
earnestly and seriously. I worked with some of the 
fe 8 A. mén on the after-deck where under half 
shelter, they had set up their literature counters. We 
stood there while the boys gathered round us on the 
wet deck, and one by one these chaps, who wear their 
hearts almost on their sleeves, told of home folks, 
and hopes, and fears, and a lot that just had to come 
out as they headed for “over there,” while we gave 
them Testaments and talked with them about the 
Man of that book. Perhaps it was the spray from 
cresting seas that got into my eyes so much at such 
times. 


No Camouflaged Gospel, Please 


T never faced a more earnest crowd anywhere on 
sea or land than far down between decks in a plain 
steerage dining-room where some two hundred of 
the boys were gathered for a Y. M. C. A. service. 
They sat crowded close together on benches. They 


listened to all the speakers with an attention that 


was almost disconcerting. They sang the old Gospel 
songs, and they applauded what they liked in the 
speaking with all the vigor of alert and enthusiastic 
young America. And when the Pocket Testament 
League was explained to them, how eagerly they 
signed the cards, took the Testaments and would 
hardly go from the room when the service was over, 
but lingered for personal talks. No, the trouble 
about religious work among the soldiers does not lie 
with the soldiers themselves, but with those who 
think the Gospel must be slipped in not too frankly, 
and quite carefully camouflaged. ‘There is a large 
and rightful. place for entertainment for the boys. 
In camp, and on the sea, and “over there” they have 
needed and now sorely need a lot of clean recreation. 
But as one fellow put it in a letter to a Y. M. C. A, 
secretary, “What we fellows in the army need most 
of all is Almighty God, not movies nor concerts, etc.” 

I talked with one very young soldier in an em- 
barkation camp, just waiting to be ordered to the 
transports, who told me that his mother had lost her 
mind because of his going. He said he had been 
told that perhaps he could be kept in America if he 
explained the case to the authorities. 

“But I think I shall not do that,” he said with 
tears in his eyes. “It seems to me I ought to go as 
the others do.” And he went on to speak of the 
comfort that his Christian faith was to him there. 
Would a man like that be sorry to attend a real 
religious service, anywhere, and at any time? There 
are thousands with such a background of sacrifice 
in varying terms, but of the same significance, with 
the same hunger for sympathetic Christian comfort. 

So the day in a convoy is as crowded with 
memories and privileges as the living quarters are 
on board crowded with brave and uncomplaining 
men. ‘ But in a convoy often and often one man 
after another reaches port ahead of his mates. If 
you are on the boat deck in the late afternoon, you 
will sometimes witness a scene that you cannot for- 
get. The sun is setting beyond the cloud bank in 
the glowing west. Fluttering at half mast from its 
halyards is the ensign. And if you will look about 
you over the convoy you will see that every ship has 
thus obeyed a signal from the flagship. Not on 
your transport, but on another, on which one you 
do not know, a man has already made his final sacri- 
fice. Perhaps while you were chatting with a friend, 
or watching the games among the soldiers, he quietly 
“went west.” And now as the flag over your head is 
dipped, and the same flags on all the other ships are 


seen to disappear,~and the sun touches the horizon, 


the boy whose task is finished i¢ gently committed 
to the sea until the day when that sea shall yield up 
its treasures. Soon the darkness closes in upon the 
ships, and even in the twilight you begin to long for 
the morning and the haven awaiting the great convoy 
driving on. through earth’s darkness under orders 
from the Commander of the fleet. 
PHILADELPHIA. 































































































Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








Colossians 
Epistle of Completeness; Christ our Life. 
Key-word : Life. 
Key-text : “Your life is hid with Christ in God” 
(3 : 3). 
Outline: 

1. The Deeper Life (chap. 1). 

2. The Higher Life (chap. 2). 

3. The Inner Life (chap. 3). 

4. The Outer Life (chap. 4). 

The Deeper Life starts with eternity: it is that 
which takes hold of Him who was “in the begin- 
ning with God.” The Higher Life is the life Jesus 
is living for us at the right hand of the Throne! 
In fact, all the life we have as Christians is the 
Life “hid with Christ in God.” But it is Life, real 
and sufficient — eternal Life,—we are “complete in 
him” (2:10). ; } 

Here is the glorious “progress of doctrine” in 
Paul’s epistles: Romans, justified in Christ; 1 Cor- 
inthians, enriched in Christ; 2 Corinthians, com- 
forted in Christ; Galatians, free in Christ; Ephe- 
sians, quickened in Christ; Philippians, happy in 
Christ; Colossians, complete in Christ—and if we 
go on to Thessalonians, enthroned in Christ! 

Naturally this becomes the epistle of culmination 
and completeness. We are builded and buttressed 
in Christ,— complete! 

1. Building downward, rooted in Jesus; striking 
down deep into His ineffable personality and doc- 
trine; “grounded and settled” in him (v.‘23). This 
is the deeper life. 

2. Building upward. “Built up in him, and stab- 
lished in the faith” (v. 7), rearing a stately struc- 
_ to his praise and wholly by his grace: the higher 
ife. 

3. Building: inward: dead to the world; hid- with 
Christ, we discover, one by one, the virtues of the 
Lord Jesus. “Mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering” (v. 12). “Let the 
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word of Christ dwell in you richly” (v. 16)—the 
inner life. 

4. Building outward: making the new life to be 
seen and felt among men. “Walk in wisdom toward 
them that are without, redeeming the time” (v. 5); 
the outer life. Thus do we manifest Jesus to the 
world. For the life of Christ was not written by 
Edersheim or Farrar. Nor was it given and ended 
in the Gospels. It is the Life He is living at the 
throne, told to-day in living epistles, known’ and 
read of all men. Till He come, live the Life; make 
Jesus known! 

Marginal Notes r 

Over the page here is written in this my own 
Study Bible: “Read at Northfield”; and it was 
made in those treasured days very precious and per- 
sonal. Opposite “Epaphras” is the letter “M”—it 
stood for Moody, who was then everywhere in evi- 
dence, helping, directing: how we miss him!— 
“our dear fellow-servant in Christ.” Over against 
“Tychicus” a “G’—that was for Gordon, “a beloved 
brother” indeed, who fed our souls daily out of the 
deep things of the Spirit. And for Onesimus a “P,” 
which stood with us for Pierson, a “faithful and 
beloved brother,” who was making the Bible a new 
book to us. A triumvirate -of masters these,— all 
gone on. God be praised, we follow after. 

And then another note on the way home ap 
Northfield. Dare I speak of it here? Yes, if one 
tells the whole truth about these worn Bible mar- 
gins. Here on the hillside, shut away from man, 
the battle was fought through. Christ or self,— 
which? The issue comes sooner or later to every 
Christian worker. Thank God, it was fought and 
finished, settled on the spot. Written clear and 
plain across the Bible page it stands and shall stand: 
“Midnight, August 11, 1890. Lord, if Thou wilt, I 
will! God help me!! Henceforth-for me to live 
is Christ; naught for self; all for Thee! Amen!” 


Marked Texts 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him” (2:6). Saved by faith: 
keep saved by faith. Come believing—go on be- 
lieving ! 

“Through the faith of the operation of God” 
(2:12). It is operating all the time, God’s work 
in us. Have faith, and have patience — and be glad. 

“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory” (3:4). They 
do not understand us now. 


whom we live. After a while they will‘ see Hit 
in the glory—and ourselves with Him. Then they 
will understand! 
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Archeology and the Coming One 


The Messianic Hope before and after the flood 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





J 








HE fall of the Crescent and the rise of the 
Cross in Bible jands marked the beginning of 
the end of the great war. There is seen the hope 
of liberty for long oppressed peoples, the hope of 
Zionism for the scattered Jews, and the hope of the 
unrolling scroll of prophecy in Christian triumph in 
the world, and last, but not least, perhaps even great- 
est, the hope of reading that whole book of deeds 
written in the dust of ruined civilizations, which 
fits, page by page, to the book of the Word of 
God to men. “Now we shall uncover all the buried 
records of Bible lands in Bible days,” is the sponta- 
neous exclamation of biblical scholarship the world 
around. 

Almost before the reverberation of General Allen- 
by’s guns had ceased among Palestinian hills, the 
British Government was reported to be moving for a 
great international corps of explorers to take up and 
prosecute to a finish the exploration of Bible lands. 
Some of the greatest names in the world of biblical 
archeologists were mentioned in connection with 
the initiation of the project. Among them was 
Professor W. M. F. Petrie, the veteran who has 
done more field work than any other, living or dead. 

Now appears a little booklet on “Eastern Explora- 


tion, Past afid Future,” by Professor Petrie, which. 


briefly surveys past work and sets forth in “large 
letters” the ambitious project for the future. Is 
anything too ambitious for the Christian world to- 
day? The war has taught Christian philanthropy 
to think in millions and billions. Professor Petrie’s 
estimated budget of about $200,000 annually seems 
but a trifle. Single givers in the world’s work have 
been doing many times this. I dare to believe there 
are among the readers of these words those who 
may count it a suitable response to the interest in 
the work of Biblical exploration which has been 


stirred in them to supply the money needed now for 
exploration of Bible lands. For additional informa- 
tion write to The Sunday School Times. 


4 
Nations Who Look for a Coming One 


HE expectation of the “Golden Age,” by the’ 


Greeks and Romans, of the “Perfect King- 
dom,” by the Egyptians, or of “the Mahdi,” by the 
modern Dervishes of the Sudan, are among the 
prophetic anticipations of men who lift up their eyes 
to better things. Whatever connection these expecta- 
tions may have with the historical Christ, or with 
the real Messianic hope, or whether or not they have 
any connection at all, is a question much disputed 
among archeologists as well as among students of 
prophecy. Some classical scholars have long be- 
lieved that there was a connection between such ex- 
pectations among Greeks and Romans and the teach- 
ings of the prophets in Israel. Some Egyptologists, 
as Professor Breasted, have thought that perhaps 
the ancient Egyptians had a real, though vague, 
hope of the Messiah; some Sumerian scholars, as 
Professor Langdon, have thought that those early 
inhabitants of Babylonia had a clearer vision of the 
Messianic hope, that was obscured, and, at last, lost 
among that people in later times; some have even 
thought, perhaps without sufficient reason, that the 
expectation of Quetzalcoatl’s return among the 
Aztecs was of a Messianic character. 

It is not impossible —in fact, it is, in a certain 
vague way probable — that these views are all, un- 
less it be that concerning Quetzalcoatl, correct. No 
one knows now what development was given to the 
prot-evangelium, the promise made to Eve, in ante- 
diluvian times, and so no one can tell how much of 
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the Messianic hope Noah and his family handed on 
to the postdiluvian world. It is certain, however 


that whatever views had-on the subject would 
go off along all lines of migration, and so may be 
expected to appear in later times, much decorated 
by the plumage of the gods and goddesses in the 
varied and picturesque mythology of the nations. It 
is thus not unreasonable ‘to think that these vague 
suggestions found among ancient nations give more 
or less correct indications of the common expecta- 
tion that was passed on to them from the ante- 
diluvian world. 


Zoroaster’s Messianic Hope 


CORRESPONDENT of The Sunday School 
fs Times asks whether Zoroaster had a Messianic 
ope. 

In view of what has been noted as existing among 
surrounding peoples, in Egypt, in Greece and Rome, 
in Babylonia and among the Hebrews, it is inher- 
ently probable that something of the same hope 
should appear among the teachings of Zoroaster. 
He lived on the eastern border of that great stretch 
of the world and of world history so lighted up by 
the glory of the dawn of the “Golden Age,” “the 
Perfect Kingdom,” and the “Messianic Hope.” But 
Zoroaster is rather disappointing concerning this 
expectation in his writings, or in the teachings attrib- 
uted \to him. It has been asserted that he taught 
the coming of Christ, but it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, to sustain that assertion by historical 
data. Professor Carnoy, of the University of 
Louvain, in his wonderful work on the Mythology 
of the Iranians, in the Mythology of all Ages, Vol. 
VI (twelve volumes), says, p. 347: “The close asso- 
ciation of Jews and Persians in the Exilic and post- 
Exilic periods. seems to have caused some inter- 
change of religious concepts, though the precise de- 
gree of this influence is still sub_judice.” 


w 
Nikuang of the Shilluks 


NE of the most curious and interesting of all 

the forms of the Messianic hope is that found in 
the migration myth of the hero Nikuang of the 
Shilluks in the Egyptian Sudan. The story of 
Nikuang is legendary and so mixed with mythological 
monstrosities and other absurd elements that it has 
now become incoherent to about the last degree. 

The reverence’ for Nikuang among the Shilluks is 
very: great,’ indeed. He did not die, but disappeared 
and may return again; indeed, is believed to return 
from time to time in spirit, and is often called upon 
to return for the help of his people. To the Shilluk, 
Nikuang is “more than man, but less than God,” and 
is the intercessor between man and God. 

Some record of this legend and myth was made 
several years ago by the eminent philologist, Profes- 
sor W. Max Muller, but unfortunately, I believe, 
not yet published. Later, Dr. Westerman, of Ber- 
lin, while preparing materials for a grammar of 
the Shilluk language and its reduction to a written 
form, gathered much material concerning Nikuang. 
Now, the fullest: account of this curious story of a 
benighted people is published by the Rev. D. S. 
Oyler, an American missionary. who has labored 
several years among the Shilluks, is very familiar 
with their language, and has the confidence of the 
people. 

Emigration Legend of the Shilluks, Rev. D. S. Oyler, 
French Institute of Oriental Archaeology, Cairo. 


ae 
Using Imagery Wrongly 
NTERPRETION of the imagery of the Bible 
is at once a source of truth and a source of error. 
This strange anomaly arises not from mistaken in- 


terpretation of the imagery, though ofttimes there is 
such, but from failure to observe the two uses of 


imagery in the Bible, and, indeed, in all literature. ° 


We shall best understand this by taking first a note 
from Professor Naville in the Sphinx concerning 
“graphic metaphor.” Translated from the French, 
it says: “Since, then, abstract terms did, not exist 
(in Egyptian) it fell out that the ideas were rendered 
by something that came under the senses; out of 
this came the use of the metaphor; ignorance of the 
metaphor is certainly that which fails to arrive at 
intelligence concerning many of the texts, above all, 
of religious texts.” Thus, the Professor tells us, 
translators of Egyptian texts often give a literal 
translation of “graphic metaphor,” 4. e., pictures that 
are only employed for want of abstract terms in 
Egyptian, the original meaning being absolutely left 
behind. 

Metaphor depicted in words has often no more 
significance than these pictured metaphors in Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphs. Many try to make every piece of 
metaphor in the Bible mean something pictorial, when 
often it is but fossil imagery, whose original appeal 
to the senses has been entirely abandoned. The most 
familiar illustrations of this peculiar use of metaphor 
have been constantly before us in war news during 
the dreadful years just past. Not the least credence 
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in the gods of our ancestors is hinted in references 
to “Mars” and the “dogs of war,” or “Neptune” and 
the control of the sea. Yet by giving significance 
to just sach use of metaphor, Jeremias + into 
the Old Testament the whole astral mythdlogy of the 
Assyrians and the Babylonians. The same er is 
always at hand for those who insist upon literal 


interpretation of all imagery in the Bible or, indeed, 


anywhere else. _ 
Professor Naville, Sphinx, Vol. XXI, pp. 12-23. 


Hittite An Indo-European Tongue 


Fives since Winckler, in 1906, discovered the 
great Hittite library at Boghats-Keui, anticipation 
concerni the Hittite tongue, already before. that 


‘time much aroused, has been on the tiptoe of ex- 


pectation of some startling revelation of ancient 


‘ history. The World War interrupted the work of 


decipherment and publication of the tablets of that 
Hittite library by scholars who were ‘working. under 


_ the direction of Hrozny, at Constantinople, since the 


lamented death of Winckler. 

’ It has, however, become known that the results 
of the work thus far show the language of’ the 
Hittites to have been Indo-European and to — 


_to the western branch of those languages “to whic 


also Greek and Latin and Tokharian languages be- 
long.” 
“I am not_a prophet, nor the son of a prophet,” 


but I am glad to note that this seems to confirm a. 


prediction which I hazarded some time agg, that if 
some young scholar would go to the heart of Asia 
Minor and learn thoroughly the langdage of the 
peasant people, the common language that clings to 
the land from age to age in all the Orient through 
changing empires, he would know the Hittite tongue. 
That the peasant tongue of that region has pre- 


- dominant Indo-European elements is certain. If the 


conclusions of these scholars at Constantinople prove 
to be correct, we may confidently hope for a speed 
drawing “aside of the curtain of obscurity whic 
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shrouds the Hittite history, that we may see all its 
wonderful relation to the history of Israel. Then 
we may expect sensational disclosures and a great 
enlargement of horizon for Israel to the northwest. 

The work of Hrozny, reviewed by Dr. Bates, University 
of Pennsylvania, in American Journal of Archaeology. 


5 
Where Languages Migrated From 


OME TIME since it was pointed out that 
scholars were trying to discover some relation 
between ancient cuneiform, especially that of the 
Sumerians, and the Chinese language and script. 
Among others, Dr. C. J. Ball has given much atten- 
tion to this subject and achieved something. Now 
this interesting investigation has taken another turn, 
though hardly another direction ; still closer and more 
patent relation is now claimed between the ancient 
Sumerian and the modern Thibetan. It is suggestive, 
to say the least, that this proposed evolution of lan- 
guage and script is geographically in line with the 
equating of Sumerian and Chinese. Undoubtedly 
languages do follow lines of migration; so, if 
Sumerian ever reached China, or Chinese came from 
ancient Babylonia, Thibet was on the way. And, if 
Sumerian reached Thibet at any time, in ancient 
times, it-was on the line of migration toward China. 
It is too soon-for any one to reach definite and posi- 
tive conclusions in this field of philological investiga- 
tion, but it is not too soon to keep one’s eye upon 
the continued trend of evidence toward proving the 
unity of source of races, and languages. Wherever 
it is possible to trace early lines of migration, 
whether by manners and customs, by religious traits, 
or by peculiarities of language, it is usual, sooner 
or later, to find those lines leading toward a com- 
paratively small area in western Asia, in that region 
whence the Bible tells us the second dispersion of 
mankind over the world took its rise. 
Dr. C. J. Ball, Proceedings of the Society of Biblical 
Archaeology; 1918, pp. 95-100., 
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Tipping Off the Treasurer 


Clever plans of progressive Sunday-schools for helping him, and 
the Secretary, too . 





collections include a large’ quantity of smaller 
coins, the “balancing up” is efficiently carried out 
in this manner: One man receives all the sealed up 
envelopes and performs the duties of opening them 


[: ONE of the larger Sunday-schools where the 


. and extracting the money. He first shakes all the 
- coins into one corner and then téars away the re- 


mainder of the holder, pouring the coins into a heap 
in the center of the table. Then four other men or 
boys help sort the coins by each taking care of a 
certain portion. For example, one boy’s job is to 


- keep picking out all the five-cent pieces; his associate 


locates all the dimes; the next man all the pennfes, 
and the last-man takes care of all the larger coins. 
By that time the man who accomplished the duty 
of opening the paper holders is ready to tally up the 
totals and submit them to the superintendent in 
charge. The whole process takes about seven 
minutes, which allows the boys to return -to their 
classes without delay. 

In another progressive school the envelopes are 
done away with and the printing bill reduced in this 
form of collection. On each class table is a small 
wooden box measuring about two inches square. ‘At 
the top is a slit so that the affair closely resembles 
a “mite savings bank.” The inside bottom however 
is padded with felt. The name of the class, or its 
teacher, is lettered on the outside together with the 
class number. Before the services the treasurer and 
his assistant pass these boxes around to their-desig- 
nated places. The pupils drop in their offering and 
the boxes are collected again on trays. As to the 
method of opening them it is quicker and more effi- 
cient than the envelope system. The bottom of the 
box is on a pivot that runs through the center — 
opening on the plan that a shutter does on a blind. 
It is kept closed by means of a smail pin on the 
extreme end. All the treasurer does is to pull out 
this pin, push the bottom and it will revolve around, 
emptying all the collection on to the table. No pen- 
nies are lost and still a private account kept of each 
individual class. 

The financial man of another Sunday-school has 
devised a clever means_of checking off the incoming 
collections. For illustration, without pencil or paper, 
he immediately registers the “perfect attendance 
classes” and “missing collections” by a glance. This 
is done by a small barrow board which contains 
printed slips bearing the names of each class. These 
thin cardboard strips are arranged on little metal 
slides such as are used in all offices and commer- 


cial houses and can be bought for a few cents at any 
stationer’s. As the collection envelope, box, or bag 
arrives at his table, he extends the card bearing the 
name of the class indicated by the envelope received. 
After all the envelopes are in, a glance at the board 
will immediately show whether any have failed to 
report —if they have, their card would not be ex- 
tended. Tracing up this class, the collection is soon 
sought and the proper balance recorded. Should the 
superintendent ‘wish a list of all “perfect attendance” 
classes, the treasurer merely pushes back each card 
representing the perfect classes as noted by the class 
records on the envelopes or accompanying cards. As 
the final collection caused him to extend every card 
in turn of the envelope arrival at his desk, he merely 
had to push in again each “perfect” class card, and 
thus a single glance brought the correct record. 

A Sunday-school treasurer can simplify matters at 
his- bank by placing the collection properly rolled and 
wrapped in a small box, together with the deposit 
slip correctly made out. Monday, the day usually 
given to depositing the Sunday collection, is always 
an unusually busy day for bank tellers, and as the 
Sunday-schoo! treasurer knows that his money bal- 
ances (as proved by his day before records), he 
will find it a safe plan to give the collection, boxed 
up, to the teller, with instructions that he may count 
it at his leisure. A day or so later he can drop 
in and“have the clerk enter it on his pass book. 
—Clarence T. Hubbard, Hartford, Conn. 


x” 
The “Any One Will Do” Secretary 


HE theory that “any one will do” when it. comes 

to filling the position of secretary of the Sunday- 
school is untenable. “Any one” will not do if the 
work is done as it should be done. 

The best secretary is likely to be some alert and 
genuinely interested young business man. We once 
had in my own school a forceful illustration of the 
difference between the right and the wrong kind of a 
ne. For several years our secretary was a 
thoroughly good man of middle age, but a man of 
such limited education that it was difficult to read 
his writing. He had little sense of order or system 
in keeping records. He was quite indifferent as to 
whether a class had three or a dozen members pres- 
ent, and he did not seem to think that absolute accu- 
racy was necessary in keeping his records. 
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Then — presto, change! This secretary was sud- 
denly called to a town in another state becausé of a 
change in his affairs. His successor was an extremely 
alert, neat, energetic and enthusiastic young fellow 
of twenty-seven years who had begun life as a book- 
keeper and had “made good” so fast that he had 
been advanced to a much better position with a pros- 
pect of something still better in the near future. He 
was “all business.” He could not tolerate loose 
methods, even in seemingly unimportant details. His 
record book was a marvel of neatness, and he held 
teachers right up to their duty when it came to the 
marking of the class-books. ie saw to it that such 
supplies as he had to provide for the teachers were 
provided on-time. Not a figure went into his books 
that was not absolutely correct. The superintendent 
regarded him as one of the most valuable officers of 
the school.— Felix Faxon. 


Accurate Reports Without Confusion 


MkE than one Sunday-school has found itself 
sadly disturbed during its brief lesson period 
by the necessity of marking the attendance books, 
totaling the collection, and passing them to the one in 
charge. 

Frequently the teacher entrusts these markings to 
a pupil, and the work is inaccurately done, and the 
total report is not a statement of exact fact. Often 
late comers arrive after the attendance books are 
collected, and so the record is incomplete. 

One secretary, by actual count, found one Sunday 
a discrepancy of forty between the pupils and the 
report. 

He reflected that in almost all other organizations 
the secretary’s report, or “the minutes of the meet- 
ing,” were given at the beginning of the following 
meeting, De so he determined to do likewise, with 
the approval of the executive officers. 

He announced the change and the reasons, and 
requested that teachers should not mark books until 
the close of the lesson, and should do it personally un- 
less a competent person could attend to it. To avoid 
confusion, each teacher would personally deliver the 
book and the collection envelope at liis desk follow- 
ing the closing exercise. This also gave the Superin- 
tendent the opportunity to say a few words of greet- 
ing to each. 

The following Sunday, the secretary’s accurate 
report formed a part of the opening exercises, to the 
edification of all who listened, for he had it in shape 
to make it interesting, and attention was at its best. 

It was soon found that this method held two dis- 
tinct advantages besides accuracy and unbroken les- 
son sessions. 

First, it told pupils who were absent the previous 
Sunday what had taken place, and enabled them to 


understand any arrangements that were continued 


or carried over. 

Second, a marked increase in loyalty and. liberality 
was soon evident, because reports were listened to 
and results were made apparent—Emma Gary Wal- 
lace, Auburn, N. Y 


we 
When All the Class Bring Bibles 


HILE our school tries to keep up all points of 

efficiency, it is constantly emphasizing some one 
item, such as “Bring Bibles,” “Be on time,” “Visits 
made to get a new member,” “Lesson studied,” etc. 
A device which is jllustrated in this article has proved 
a real help in obtaining the results desired. 

A very wide board is obtained, the length of which 
will depend upon the number of classes in the school. 
Near the top of this board is a groove into which let- 
ters that may be seen all over the auditorium are 
slipped. A row of nails is placed the length of 
the board, the number being the same as the number 
of classes. Above these are painted the class num- 
bers. From these nails are suspended cards bearing 
the class report. If the class has a perfect record, a 
silver star is also suspended. A class getting a silver 
star for a month then gets a gold star. 
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Ours was made by a local carpenter. The letters 


were cut from posters, the numbers from large 
calendars, those of the class being pasted above the 
nails while a quantity of different numbers were 
pasted to cardboards with a loop of cord to hang to 
nails. The stars were made of tinfoil. Two boys 
post the board —two happy boys.—Mrs. H. L. Grice, 
Washington, Ga. 







































a4 











Oe 2 el ee 
. 





30 * THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES JANUARY: 18, 1919 
LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. THE GIVING OF THE MANNA 
Exodus 16 : 1-36 
q Golden Text: Give us this day our daily bread.—Matthew 6: 11 2 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
REAT German philosophers have said that 
they wanted none of the “anagmic” Gospel of 
Jesus, “the pale Galilean,” but rather the reli- 
gion of the vigorous Corsican, Napoleon, that might 
makes right. In expression of Germany’s choice of 
religion, an article in the Frankfurter Zeitung, pub- 
lished in December, 1918 (according to a dispatch 
from London tg the Public Ledger of Philadelphia), 
stated that there had been a “terrorist service of 
the German general staff’; “with the support of 
diplomatic and consular couriers, explosives and 
bacilli cultures were supplied, especially to Italian 
and French anarchists, in order that they might... 
spread disease among the army horses... They hoped 
for consequent infection of neighboring countries.” 
- Here is a significant contrast: the one religion 
deliberately, diabolically spreading, through infec- 
tion, disease and death; the other offering, to whom- 
soever will in the whole world, the Bread of Life. 


Our Background Material 


Why is it that every so-called “modern” religion 
(no false religion is modern; every such dates back 
to Satan’s lie in the garden of Eden, denying and 
rejecting God) necessarily fails to satisfy the human 
heart? Have the class thoughfully consider, for a 
moment, such modern false religions as New 
Thought, Christian Science, the New Theology, the 
Higher Criticism, Spiritism, and show. why and how 
each of these fails through its rejection of the sub- 
stitutionary death and the shed blood of Christ. 
Show why these are needed to save and satisfy man- 
kind. Then pass around in class the Lesson Car- 
toon (see page 32). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Satan, lying, always tells us that the “good times” 
he gives us outweigh the hard times he gives us. He 
made the flesh-pots and bread of Egypt stand out 
more prominently in Israel’s memory than the ter- 
rible bondage and suffering they had had to endure 
there (v. 3). P 

As the Israelites faced apparent hunger’ in the 
wilderness, they might have believed God in either 
of two different ways, both pleasing to God: They 
might have counted confidently upon God’s. deliver- 
ance; or they might have said that if God had indeed 
brought them out there to let them die, then they 
knew that was best, for they already knew enough 
of God to trust him to the uttermost, even though 
he slay them (Job 13:15). 

But the trouble with them was, as with so many 
of us, that they wanted their will, not God’s will. 
This in itself was sin. 

Seven different acts of sin by the children of 
Israel are recorded in this chapter; have the class 
locate them. Here they are: 

1. They murmured against God’s appointed lead- 
ers (v. 2). 

2. They wanted their will, not God’s will (v. 3). 

3. They refused to trust God (v. 3). 

4. They disobeyed God’s clear instruction as to 
how much manna to gather (vs. 16, 17). 

; In doing so they sinned the sin of unbelief, 
not believing that God meant exactly what he said 
CY. OP). 

6. Disobedience (v. 20). " 

7. Disobedience in Sabbath breaking (v. 27). 


In shining contrast with the people’s deliberate and 
repeated unbelief and disobedience is God’s long- 
suffering, tender, patient, loving care for them (v. 
4). He would prove to them, by a fresh miracle of 
love, that the coming out of the land pf Egypt was 
no mere accident, not a natural thing, but super- 
naturally his work (v. 6). We are sometimes tempted 
to doubt whether the wonderful things God has done 
for us in the past were really done by him, or were 
just coincidences or natural events that would have 
occurred anyway. Then God does something fresh 
and wonderful for us again, to prove that in the 
earlier experience he really “hath brought you out 
from the land of Egypt.” 

Make plain to the class’ the fundamental differ- 
ences between the supernatural, God-given manna 
and the natural product that is found in that region 
now, as explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 
Notice what Dr. Ellis says about it on this page. 


Additional Material for Teachers; Deut. 8 : 1-20; John 6: 29-51. 
i Topic: God’s Gift of Food. 
Lesson Material : Exod. 16 : 11-15. 
Memory Verse: Hegave them bread out of heaven to eat. 
John 6: 31. 
Junior Topic : Daily Food In the Desert. 
Memory Verses: Matt. 6: 25, 26. 
rmedi ic: Our Daily Dependence Upon God. 
and . Topic : P and Providence in Our Day. 
Additional Material : Psalms 65: 9-13; 104: 10-15; Matt. 
6 : 24-34; Acts 14: 17. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Exodus 16 : 11-18, 31-35 
_u1 And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, 12 I have heard 
the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto 
them, saying, !At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the 
morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know 

that I am Jehovah your God. 

13 And it came to pass at even, that the quails came 
up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew 
lay round about the camp. 14 And when the dew that lay 
was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness a 
small ? round thing, small as the hoar-frost on the ground. 
15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one 
to another, * What is it? for they knew not what it was. 
And Moses said unto them, It is the bread which Jehovah 
hath given you to eat. 16 This is the thing which Jehovah 
hath commanded. Gather ye of it every man according to 
his eating; an omer a head, according to the number of 
your persons, shall ye take it, every man for them that 
are in his tent. 17 And the children of Israel did so, and 
gathered some more, some less. 18 And when they meas- 
ured it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing 
over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gath- 
ered every man according to his eating.... 

31 And the house of Israel called the name thereof 
“Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 32 And Moses 
said, This is the thing which Jehovah hath commanded, 
Let an omerful of it be kept throughout your generations, 
that they may see the bread wherewith I fed you in the 
wilderness, when I brought you forth from the land of 
Egypt. 33 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and 
put an omerful of manna therein, and lay it up before 
Jehovah, to be kept throughout your generations. 
34 As Jehovah commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up be- 
fore the Testimony, to be kept. ~- 35 And the children of 
Israel did eat the manna forty years, until they came to 
a land inhabited; they did eat the manna, until they came 
unto the borders of the land of Canaan. 


1Heb. Between the two evenings 7Or, flake 
It is manna Heb man hu. * Heb. man. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


8 Or, 








Israel, like ourselves, needed to learn that God 
means exactly what he says, and that it is perilous 
to disobey God. In the light of this, have the class 
discuss the insistence upon the minute observance 
of the requirements of the Sabbath day, as brought 
out in this lesson. : 

The parallels between the manna and Christ make 
the richest, most precious part of this lesson. Give 
the class the rich truths brought out by Mr. Banks; 
and add to these the study of manna as a type of 
Christ the Bread of life, given by Dr. .Griffith 
Thomas in his Section III, The Heart of the Lesson. 
The entire lesson period, indeed, may well be de- 
voted to this. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

Jesus amazed the Jews who told him that Moses 
had given their fathers “bread out of heaven to eat,” 
by flatly stating, “It was not Moses that gave you 
the bread out of heaven; but my Father giveth you 
the true bread out of heaven” (John 6:32). And 
then he declared the wonderful truth that he him- 
self is “the bread of God.” Manna, and all natural 
bread, is but a type of the only true bread in the 
universe, Christ Jesus. We are to take him literally 
into ourselves, by believing on him, and then recog- 
nizing by faith that he has made himself our literal, 
actual life, so that “to me to live is Christ” (Phil. 
te oS 
A blessed “bread of life” lesson is given by Mrs. 
Askew (2, 3). 

How Jesus is “the bread of God,” and how ye 
may feed on him by faith, are told in a remarkable 
pamphlet, “What Is It to Believe on Jesus?” by 
Dr. I. M. Haldeman, quotations from which are given 
on the first page of this issue (the pamphlet may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 20 
cents a dozen copies, or two cents each). 


Teaching Points 
The faith that trusts God fully for the present 
trusts him fully for the past and for the future. 
Those who have reason to know God best are 
meee liable to be tempted to distrust and forget 
im. 
_ The apparent lack of food and threatened starva- 
tion offered a glorious opportunity to praise God. 


He is sure to reveal himself in blessing at such times. 
That is why James (1:2) says what he does. 

How much sweeter that heavenly bread would have 
tasted to the children of Israel if they had simply 
trusted until God sent it, without murmuring against 
him (Mrs. Askew, 1). 

God loves to rebuke our unbelief by a fresh ex- 
pression of his tender love (v. 4). 

God’s loving provision offered the people a new 
test (v. 4); but it was a simple test, a test easily 
met, as are all that God lays upon us. 

The memorial manna that was laid up (v. 33) was 
a continual miracle in igs preservation. So God is 
ready to work continual miracles in the lives of his 
children who trust him continually. 

As we need to partake daily of physical food, if 
we would live a healthy physical life, so we need to 
partake daily of Christ as our Bread of life. if we 
would live in health both spiritually and physically. 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

What. food had the children of Israel had from the 
time they left Egypt until the time of the manna ex- 
perience? 

What “glory of Jehovah” may we understand is 
meant in verses 7, 10? 

Why did not God send a forty years’ supply of 
food at once to the Israelites, to be stored up and 
used as needed? (Mrs. Askew, 2.) 

Did the manna satisfy the people? (Mr. Rogers, 1.) 

How many details or acts of miracle are recorded 
in this chapter? 

What differences, if any, are there between the 
Jew’s duty to observe the Sabbath day, as revealed 
in the Old Testament, and the Christian’s observance 
of the Lord’s day, as revealed in the New Testa- 
ment? P 

Shall we ever want to murmur against God while 
we are trusting him fully? 

Does God want people to have a hard time or an 
easy time? 

PHILADELPHIA. e 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CORRELATION.— Connect 
with each lesson related truth from other 
sources. 








HIS principle, like apperception, is an applica- 

tion of the larger psychologic law of association. 
Unlike apperception, however, it involves more than 
the associations which are needed to interpret the 
new truth. 

In to-day’s lesson it may be well to notice the fact 
that there is found in Asia Minor to-day a sweet 
substance resembling a dried drop of honey which 
exudes from incisions in a certain kind of tree, and 
that this is called manna. But let us make clear 
the very vital differences between this,and the manna 
of the lesson. In teaching, it is not so important to 
bring things into relation as to bring them into right 
relation. 

The Golden Text suggests a correlation of the 
divine provision for the daily need of the Israelites 
with a recognition of God’s daily provision for us. 
Let us stress and illustrate the fact that in unrecog- 
nized ways God really is the daily provider for our 
needs. He provides none the less that it is not done 
by miracle. And yet let us not therefore lose the 
lesson fact that this was a miracle provision, and let 
us associate with it similar biblical instances, 
especially the Saviour’s feeding of the multitudes. 
It will be helpful also to recall God’s marvelous 
provision. for such modern needs as_ Francke’s 
Orphanage at Halle, and George Mueller’s at 
Bristol. 

Another correlation ‘that should always be made 
in the study of the Old Testament is one that is 
divinely intended and clearly applicable to this lesson 
—the interpretative association of the New Testa- 
ment with the Old. The “Additional Material for 
Teachers” is intended to suggest correlations, and 
to-day it leads us to the Lord himself using the 
manna as the type of another Bread that came down 
from heaven, “that a man may eat thereof and not 
die.” 


HunrtTINGDON, PA. 





LESSON FOR FEB; 2 (Exod. 16: 1-36) 


The Lesson as a. Whole 


By Rev. Professor Ww. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


| - 

| Comnection.—After a stay probably of several 
‘days at the point where they had crossed over the 
Red Sea, the journey was resumed and the people 
proceeded through the Peninsula of Sinai (15:22 
to 16:1). The exact route is unknown, though 
much help can be obtained from Dr. Hoskins’ -fine 
book, “From the Nile to Nebo” (The Sunday School 
Times Company, $3). 

Date.—Either the fifteenth or the thirteenth cen- 

tury, B. C. 

l. The Lesson’s Main Message . 

| The Sad Revelation (vs. 1-3). The people were 
probably scattered over a wide extent of land and 
proceeded in detachments until at length they all 
reached the wilderness of Sin, somewhere between 
Elim and the mountain (Num. 33:11, 12). The 
murmuring was a striking instance of the swiftness 
with which they forgot their mercies and distrusted 
God, for only one month had elapsed since they left 
Egypt. In spite of Egyptian cruelty, they evidently 
had had ample food (Num. 11:5), but in the desert 
they were naturally cut off from the usual provision. 

The Stern Rebuke - (vs. 4-12). “God at once prom- 
‘ised extraordinary divine provision in’ the face of 
jthese complaints (Psa. 78:24; Neh. 9:15). With 
'this was a solemn rebuke of the murmurings, which 
were really against God and not against Moses and 
\Aaron. The people were then ordered to approach 
and present themselves to God (v. 9). Evidently 
some provision must have existed for this before 
the erection of the tabernacle. The glory of Jehovah 
was the pillar of cloud, and as the congregation was 
facing the wilderness they saw some exceptional 
divine manifestations. 

The Swift Response (vs. 13-20). The quails were 
bitds of the size of partridges, and were apparently 
not provided regularly, but on rare occasions, as in 
the wilderness. Large flocks of passing birds are 
still found in this region, and it is said that after a 
long flight over the Red Sea they are often so ex- 
hausted that they fall to the ground and are easily 
captured. Perhaps this was one of the “mediate 
miracles” so often found as God’s method of work- 


| 


ing.” The manna which followed is first compared. 


to “hoar-frost” and then to “coriander seed” (v. 31; 
Num. 11:7). The people of Israel did not know 
what it was, because, although the provision was 
somewhat like natural products known in that neigh- 
borhood, the actual coming was a novelty. At cer- 
tain times there is a glutinous deposit on the leaves 
very like honey, and also from the tamarisk tree a 
material is exuded in the shape of small, round, 
white grains. But, of course, this natural feature 
does not satisfy the Bible account, for the differ- 
ences are far greater than the resemblances. This 
is how Chadwick states the position: “The natural 
product is a drug, and not a food; it is gathered 
only during some weeks of summer; it is not liable 
to speedy corruption, nor could thére be any reagon 
for preserving a specimen of this cammon product 
in the ark; it could not have sufficed, however aided 
by their herds and flocks, to feed one in a hundred 
of the Hebrew multitudes, even during the season 
of its production; nor.could it have ceased on the 
same day when they ate the first ripe corn of 
Canaan,” (Exodus, Expositor’s Bible. George H. 
Doran Company, New York, 75 cents net.) (1) 

The only possible explanation is'that of a Divine 
miraculous intervention. ~The “omer” was probably 
about three pints. 


The Solemn Reminder (vs. 21-30). The reference 
to the Sabbath is particularly interesting. Dr. Orr 
points out that the fact of the manna being given on 
six days and not on the seventh is a proof of the 
existence of the Sabbath before this time. The 
primary text on the subject is Genesis 2: 1-4. It is 
also interesting to note that the Sabbath was known 
in ancient Assyria and Babylonia long before the 
days of Moses, and the other name, “Sabbatu,” with 
the meaning, “a day cf rest for the heart,” has been 
found in the old Accadian tongue. All this shows 
that the Sabbath was not a purely Judaic institution 
originating with Moses. The condition of the manna, 
as shown by obedience to the Sabbath law, indicates 
Divine assurance of blessing (v. 24). But when there 
was disobedience the people are blamed, though 
Moses is addressed (v. 28). 

The Special Remembrance (vs. 31-36). The name 
of manna came to be applied to it because it was a 
gift from God. Wafers were used as food and 
were generally made of meal, oil and honey (Num. 
11:8). The order to preserve the manna was doubt- 
less as a symbol of God’s mercy and perhaps typical 
of the Bread of Life. It must have been by divine 
power that the manna was kept from being spoiled. 
‘The Testimony (v. 34) means the-Ark, though the 
name was usually given to the two tables of stone 
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(25: 16-21). If it refers to the Ark, it is a prior 
reference to a subsequent event. The mention of 
forty years (v. 35) does not mean that manna and 
quails were their sole, or even their principal, food 
all that time. As long as ordinary means sufficed 
there was no need of anything miraculous, but when 
the Israelites were in difficulty God fed them by 
supernatural means. The ephah (v. 36) was an 
Egyptian measure containing fifteen quarts (v. 18). 


Il. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate Topic: Our Daily Dependence 
upon God. The story of the manna is a very definite 
illustration of our ordinary everyday life, for not- 
withstanding the absence of miracles to-day we are 
still as dependent on God as ever, and the prayer, 
“Give us this day our daily bread,” needs to be used, 
in spite of all that we can know and do in connec- 
tion with modern life. In the midst of daily work 
there are three essential requirements: (1) prayer, 
expressive of our need; (2) trust, recognizing our 
dependence on God (Deut. 8:3); (3) obedience, 
doing God’s will and fulfilling his requirements. 

2. Senior and Adult Topic: Poverty and Provi- 
dence in Our Day. (Additional Material: Psalms 
65:9-13; 104:10-15; Matt. 6: 24-34; Acts 14:17). 


The Additional Material calls for careful attention. . 


(1) Psalm 65: 9-13. God’s goodness in nature, with 
special reference to times and places. (2) Psalm 
104: 10-15. God’s attitude to earth, to animals, and 
to man. (3) Matthew 6: 24-34. The keynote is “Be 
not anxious” (vs. 25, 27, 28, 31, 34), because God is 
to be put first (vs. 24, 33). Observe, in particular, 
the title more than once given, “Your Heavenly 
Father.” (4) Acts 14:17. God’s witness to him- 
self through nature. 

The topic may be considered along three lines: (1) 
The problem of ‘poverty. This must always be distin- 
guished from pauperism. The former is inevitable, 
the latter is not. (2), The truth of Providence, 
There is no contradiction between the Divine and 
the human in life. “God’s Providence is man’s in- 
héritance” says an old proverb, and another which 
balances it says, “God helps those who help them- 


selves.” °(3) The duty of trust and obedience. When - 


these two are combined, there will be no real diffi- 
culty. Those who wish to study this subject more 
thoroughly should read the chapter in “Christ in 
the. Social Order,” by Dr. W. M. Clow (George H. 
Doram Company, New York, $1.25). 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 

The spiritual teaching of the manna in the light 
of, John 6 is very impressive and calls for careful 
study as typical of Christ as the Bread of Life. 

1. Why It Came. (1) Because of man’s great 
need. Israel was at the point of starvation, and 
sin is like hunger, a wasting disease, causing unrest 
and weakness and demanding peace and power. 
(2) Because of God’s great love. “Man’s extremity 
is God’s opportunity.” Israel in the wilderness was 
like mankind at Christ’s Coming (John 3: 16). 

2. How, It Came. (1) It came simply. Every 
morning, quietly and naturally, the manna was given. 
So Christ in his Incarnation came without observa- 
tion, and to the world he proved to be “foolishness” 
(1 Cor. 1:21). (2) It came supernaturally. The 
manna, Was apparently from earth, but really from 
heaven. So Christ is a problem, being at once 
human and Divine. 


3. What It Was. (1) In itself the manna was 
round, small, white, clear, sweet, and shining. So 
Christ was humble, pure, sincere, gracious, and 
Divine. (2) In its effects the manna sustained and 
satisfied life, providing what the people needed, 
enough for all, yet something special for each, 
throughout forty years. Christ is our Life, and in his 
Divine Person he saves, sustains, sanctifies, and 
satisfies. 

4. What It Needed. (1) The manna had to be 
gathered by stooping early in the morning day by 
day. Christ has to be accepted by the “stoop” of 
surrender. (2) The manna had to be eaten. Gath- 
ering was not enough, and so to-day it is not suffi- 
cient that Christ lived and wrought redemption; he 
must be accepted by definite faith. 

As we think of this ‘story, one solemn question 
may be asked. “Wherefore do ye spend money for 
that which is not bread?” (Isa. 55:2), and one piece 
of .counsel may be given, “O taste and see that the 
Lord is good” (Psa. 34: 8). 

IV. Leading Questions 

What events took place between the Red Sea and 
this lesson? What was the attitude of the people? 
bg was the manna shown to be a miraculous 
giit: 

Why was the manna given? 

Why was the manna kept as a memorial? 

What is taught about the Sabbath Day? 

What New Testament references are found to 


the manna? (John 6; Heb. 9; Rev. 2.) What are 
the spiritual lessons? 

With what truth can distrust and murmuring best 
be met? (Matt. 6: 24-34; Psa. 37: 1-5.) 

Wyct.irre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HE manna was too delicate to bear contact with 

the earth, so it fell upon the dew (Num. 11:9), 
and had to be gathered before the sun was up. Manna 
is a type of Christ as “the bread of life,” and to eat 
this “meat which endureth unto everlasting life” 
(John 6:27) the Christian should rise early every 
day. ‘The chances are that otherwise he will feed 
more upon newspapers and novels, and perhaps sigh 
for the flesh-pots of Egypt, and its leeks and garlic 
(Num. 11: 4-6). 

As the manna was seemingly insignificant, “a small, 
round thing” (v.°14), so the true bread of heaven 
in his humiliation had “no form nor comeliness” 
(Isa. 53:2), and it was asked of him, “Is not this 
the carpenter?” (Mark 6: 3.) 

Jesus interprets this type-prophecy in the lesson 
to-day, in the 6th of John. His argument there is 
(vs. 35, 48-51) that he will give us this bread from 
heaven, which is his flesh, and his flesh is his body 
(which he yielded up in death). “He that eateth of 
this bread shall live for ever” (John 6:58) through 
the resurrection to which he had referred in John 6: 
40, “I will raise him up at the last day.” 

Have you the taste for this heavenly food? How 
can this prophecy be fulfilled in us? Are we disciples 
to whorn “this is an hard saying”? (John 6:60.) “To 
meditate upon Christ as he went about among men,” 
says Dr. Scofield, “doing not his own will but the 
will of the Father (John 6: 38-40), is to feed on 
the manna.” “This is our wilderness food,” says 
C H. M., in his Notes on Exodus, “Christ as minis- 
tered by the Holy Ghost, through the written Word 
... The new life in the believer can only be nourished 
and sustained by Christ.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Where We Get It.—Ye shall be filled with bread; 
and ye shall know I am Jehovah your God (v. 12). 
“Give us this ‘day our daily bread.” “Our Father 
which -art in heaven.” Three square meals a day 
and know you belong to God is about all any man 
really needs. Because the property of a good lord 
is always taken good care of. When you roll along 
through the shady suburbs of the great city where 
live the lords of steel, cotton, copper, oil, and mer- 
chandise, you will note everything is spick and span 
and up to perfection. The man who handles the 
autos, and the maid. who handles the children are 
groomed and c-essed just so. If little earthly money- 
lords are careful for their more or. less faithful 
household, why need you worry if you wear the 
livery of the King of the Universe (Phil. 4:19; 
Psa. 23:1)? The great concern of the world is the 
matter of food. As I write, the Great War is on. 
Our own great productive and prodigal country has 
just adopted a food regulation policy. There is fear 
the whole warring world may be brought to a con- 
dition of hunger and starvation. Our daily bread 
has been so constant, abundant, and regular, people 
have never~realized the dependence upon “the Lord 
your God.” For it is God, and God alone, who sets 
us up to the breakfast table, ties th. bib under our 
chin and places the oats, wheat, or corn before us 
and says in effect, “Now, my little Billyboy, go to it!” 


The Yearly Miracle.—A small round thing, small 
as the hoar frost upon the ground (v. 14). And God 
is still feeding the world with a “small round thing.” 
If you had to describe wheat, rye, rice, barley, oats 
in three words, you would likely say, “small round 
thing.” Is the yearly creation of these small round 
things from dirt, water, and sunshine any less won- 
derful than the creation of those? Is it not just as 
great evidence of God’s care to find small round 
things in the fields every summer as it was to find 
the manna in the fields every morning? (Psa. 78: 24.) 
Man with all his boasted powers has never been able 
to create food. Every now and then some one breaks 
into the newspapers with an artificial egg or 4 chemi- 
cal substitute for something to eat, but that is the 
last we ever hear of the “wonderful” discovery. All 
food comes out of the ground or out of the water. 
No hand of man can rule its coming. The schools of 
mackerel are not led by the professor. The crops 
of fruit do not bend the boughs at the command of 
the College of Agriculture. The wheat does not head 
and the corn does not ear at the request of Uncle 
Billy. Big catches or little catches, big orchards or 
empty orchards, big harvests or scant harvests, all 
are beyond the powers of man. Man can prepare, 


plant, and prune, but the crop is God’s. We are’ 


being taken care of to-day just as carefully, just as 
lovingly as God’s first “Chosen People.” Our good 
old prayer needs no modern attachment. “Give us 
this day our daily bread.” 


Gather or Trust?—He that gathered much had 
nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack 
(v. 18). It was God’s plan that every Hebrew 
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should have a good living. Later he 
gave them each a farm, so to speak. _ If 
a Hebrew attempted to shoard any 
manna, it only made trouble for him. 
God seems to know that true prosperity 
and true happiness lie in just having 
enough and being sure of the Enough. 
Some folks gather very much more than 
enough. And usually, sooner or later 
there is a “bad smell” in social circles, 
which indicates that something has 
“spoiled.” The “manna” has become 
“mammon,” and has failed to “keep.” Not 
how much you can gather, but how much 
you can trust, is God’s plan for the jour- 
ney to the Promised nd. The other 
Sunday I journeyed in an automobile to 
speak to, the boys at my Alma Mater. I 
took with me a bunch of my Rock Run 
boys. (I thus make sure of a sym- 
pathetic audience!) I said to these col- 
lege fellows: “To-morrow morning 
every one of these boys who have come 
with me, and who- have never before 
seen even the outside of a college, will 
get up before daylight and go to his 
toil in the great Coatesville steel mills, 
Four of them are sons of widows whose 
husbands died in the mills. They have 
not your splendid advantages. Now, 
when you favored men get through col- 
lege, what are you going to do with that 
which God has given you? Gather and 
live for yourself? Or place your life 
alongside the splendid young fellows 
like these steel workers who are fighting 
the battle of life in the front line 
trenches, and need the warm clasp of a 
sympathetic hand and the rub of a 
friendly shoulder?” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

Scheol Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they map not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is effered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
twe doliars for the best ene each week. 


Shert illustrations, ef frem 75 to 158 words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Illustrations on ether verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Guaranteed Grumbling.—The whole 
congregation of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses (v. 2). Mrs. 
Higgins was an incurable grumbler. She 
grumbled at everything and everybody. 
But at last the vicar thought he had 
found something about which she could 
make no complaint — the old lady’s crop 
of potatoes was certainly the finest for 
miles around. “Ah, for once you must 
be pleased,” he said, with a beaming 
smile, as he met her in the village street. 
“Every one’s saying how splendid your 
potatoes are this year.” The old lady 
glared at him as she answered: “They’re 
not so poor. But where’s the bad ones 
for the pigs?”—From East and West. 
Sent by .W. G. Irving, Westmount, Can. 


Old Mr. Li’s Manna.—/ will rain 
bread from heaven (v. 4). Mr. Li was 
very old and very poor, but a Christian. 
His cousin, a priest, would bring bread 
or meal, and Mr. Li would say, “My 
Heavenly Father’s grace,” for he felt 
God sent it. This angered the priest, 
who said, “If I didn’t bring you food, 
you would starve, for all He would 
care.” “But He puts it into your heart 
to help me.” “Very well, I'll stay away, 
then we'll see what happens.” After 
many days Mr. Li had not a single 
crumb, but while he was praying there 
was a strange cawing and flapping in 
the yard. Some crows were fighting, 
and dropped a piece of pork and a loaf 
of bread. While the meat was boiling, 
the priest walked in, saying, “Has the 
Heavenly Father you tell so much about 
sent you food? When he saw the meat, 
he exclaimed, “Where in the world did 
you get that?” “My Heavenly Father 
sent it.” Then the priest wanted to 
know more about Him, was converted, 
became a preacher, and died a martyr in 
the Boxer war.—From Mrs. Howard 
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Taylor. Sent by Mrs. N. C. Alger, 
Ossining, N. Y. 


The Poor Rich Man.—I will rain 
bread from heaven for you (v. 4). Many 
years Oo a poverty-stricken Indian 
found his way into an American town 
in search of food to keep him from 
starving. A bright colored ribbon was 
seen around his neck, from which hung 
a small, dirty pouch. On being asked 
what it was, he said it was a charm 
given him in his younger days. He 
opened it and took out a worn and 
crumpled paper and handed it to the 
erson speaking to him, for inspection. 
t proved to be a regular discharge from 
the army, entitling him to a pension for 
life. ere was a man with a promise 
duly signed, which, if presented in the 
right place, would have secured him 
ample provision; and yet he was wan- 
dering about hungry, helpless, and for- 
lorn, and begging for bread to keep 
him from starving. It is a picture of 
many Christians, who, with the charter 
of their inheritance in full possession, 
are yet starving in the wilderness.— 
From Good Company. Sent by. J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Whom the Arrows Hit.— Jehovah 
heareth your murmurings which ye mur- 
mur against him (v. 8). We have read 
of Caesar having prepared a great feast 
for his nobles and friends. It happened 
that the day appointed was so extremely 
foul that nothing could be done to the 
honor of the meeting, whereupon he 
was so displeased and enraged that he 
commanded all who had bows to shoot 
up their arrows at Jupiter, their chief 
god, as if in defiance of him for that 
rainy weather. When they did this their 
arrows fell short of heaven and struck 
their own heads, so that many of them 
were sorely wounded. So our murmur- 


ings, which are so many arrows shot at 


God, will return upon our own heads; 
they hurt not Him, but will wound us.— 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Which Bucket Are You?—He hath 
heard your murmurings (v. 9). “How 
dismal you look!” said a bucket to. his 
companion as they were going to the 
well. “Ah!” replied the other, “I was 
reflecting upon the uselessness of ‘our 
being filled; for let us go away ever so 
full, we always come back empty.” 
“Dear me! how strange to look at it in 
that way!” said the other bucket. “Now, 
I enjoy the thought that, however empty 
we come, we always go away full.”— 
From Great Thoughts. Sent a W. R. 
Clark, Belper, Eng. 

Really Counting on God.—/? is the 
bread which Jehovah hath given you 





(v. 15). As pastor and wife, we de- 
pended on the weekly envelope offerings. 
But one Sunday it rained, and we had 
but 75 -cents for the week. We had 
covenanted always to pay cash, never 
to run in debt. (This we have faith- 
fully kept these years). Thursday 
morning wife said; “Nothing but one 
cup of oatmeal in the house, husband, 
what shall we do?” We used it for 
breakfast and fasted for dinner. Then 
I went out calling, and wife went to the 
closet of prayer. On the street, a man 
turned after passing me, moved by a 
sudden impulse, and handed me a ten- 
dollar bill, something he never did be- 
fore or since. I ran all the way home. 
Wife was not downstairs. I went up- 
stairs two steps at a time, waving the 
bill in my hand. “Here it is!” I ex- 
claimed. And she arose from off her 
knees with joy shining on her face. It 
was the Lord’s bread. And many times 
since we have proved that He still feeds 
his people.—A Fo ap experience. Sent 
by Rev. S. V. Williams, Olin, Iowa. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast provided for our needs through all 
the years. Thou hast offered to us’ thine 
own resources, and yet we have so often 
been anxious about the morrow! Why should 
we doubt thee so! Oh, teach us anew the 
lessons of trust that we so easily forget. We 
would not hurt thy loving heart any longer 
with the sin of our complaining and our 
doubting. We thank thee for thy care to- 
day, and we thank thee especially for what 
thou hast prepared for our to-morrows. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson—When the family 
is gathered at the supper table and some 
of mother’s very best bread is there, and 
she tells you all to ysse up what is on the 
table for there’s more in the pantry for 
to-morrow,— come now, what would she 
think if she should find you hiding away 
a piece because you didn’t believe her! 
Why, you wouldn’t think of hurting her 
Aby any such distrust. That bread would 
just melt away right at the table. And 
yet, and yet, don’t we often do as the 
Israelites did, and try to protect our- 
selves against what we fear may be a 
failure of God’s promises? . We believe 
mother all right, but what about God? 
Do we keep his commands without fear, 
knowing that hé will keep his promises 
without. fail? What was the trouble 
with those hungry Israelites, anyhow? 
Well, just the same thing that is gur 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Very beautiful to 
look upon, but a 
poor substitute | 
for bread. ae” 
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trouble,—they wouldn’t quite believe 
that God was as good as his word. Let's 
not. measure our Heavenly Father’s 
ways by man’s ways. Let’s open our 
hearts and minds to this simple black- 
board message. 








HE AIL 
we WILL NOT EAR 
TRUST HIM! 








ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“O my soul, bless thou Jehovah.” 
“Praise Him, praise Him.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“Loving kindness.” 

“The king of love my Shepherd is.” 
“In heavenly love abiding.” 

“Day is dying in the west.” 

“Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 


_(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 


Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- ° 


terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 23: 1-6 (45 : 1-3). 
Psalm 65 : 9-13 (136 : 1-4). 
Psalm 104: 10-1§ (215 : 1-3). 
Psalm 40: 1-5 (92 : 1-3). 
Psalm 63 : 1-11 (132 : 1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God provides 
food for all creatures of this world. 


Introduction—Talk about Mr. 
Hoover’s request to save sugar, flour, 
butter, meat, etc. Explain that we 
shared with soldiers and hungry. nations, 
because war destroyed or ‘spoiled food, 
which God supplied, etc. G 

God never forgets to put water where 
people may learn to find it, nor to make 





many kinds of food to grow, but he ex-- 


pects people to do their part before they 
can use it. Even the winter birds and 
squirrels must find seeds, berries, in- 
sects, nuts, etc., for food. God has 
taught squirrels, ants, and bees how to 
find and put away food for cold winter 
days, and we say “Your Heavenly Father 
feedeth them.” 

God gave us so much food that we 
could spare some for the starving 
Armenians and Syr’ans, who could not 
plant any for themselves, because they 
were driven from their homeland. Now 
that war is over and springtime is near, 
the people who have lived near the bat- 
tlefields are happy to have a chance to 
trv to get their land ready to plough and 
plant, and raise their own food this year. 

In desert lands water usually flows 
under the ground instead of in rivers 
on top of the ground. God placed it 
there. People have learned to bore wells 
and sink pipes to raise this water to use 
for themselves, their cattle, and their 
gardens. 

Review—tThe children of Israel were 
so thankful and happy to get away from 
Egypt and across the Red Sea that they 
coul_n’t h-lp singing and thanking God. 
(Compare with your Iccal, informal 
celebration of singing, parading, and re- 
joicing on November 11—when peace 
was assured.) 

Lesson Story—Before long, with 
Moses as leader, these children of Israel 
began their journey across the dry 
desert toward their Promised Land. 
God knew where he had placed water, 
and how t provide food, but the people 
couldn’t see any; and they had used what 
they had carried from Egypt. 

They soon complained to Moses that 
they were thirsty, and only bitter water 
could be found. God showed Moses the 
right kind of a tree to chop down and 
cast into the water, so that it tasted all 
right and they could drink it. He 
guided them to a lovely spot, where 
there were twelve good wells, and sev- 
enty palm trees grew. There they en- 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 2 (Exod. 16: 1-36) 


camped (chap. 15: 23-27. The journey 
may be illustrated on the sand-table or 
blackboard ) 

Again they journeyed, and soon com- 
plained that they were hungry for meat 
and their food was gone. Some wished 
that they were back in Egypt. God knew 
how to feed them. He told Moses and 
Aaron to say to the people, God has 

romised that in the evening you shall 
ve meat, and in the morning you shal 
find bread. They couldn’t see any, but 
they did see God’s glory in the bright, 
shining cloud’ which led them. ; 

Toward evening great flocks of quails 
flew so near to the camp, and so low, 
that the people easily caught all they 


_needed for food 


In the morning, when the heavy dew 
lay on the ground, they found small, 





' ~The Little Jetts 


Teaching the Lesson 
: By Wade C. Smith 


Author of 
“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 











THE GIVING OF THE 
MANNA 








round, white things—like seeds, which 
had a honey taste. They gathered it and 
knew it was the food which God had 
sent. Some called it manna; others 
called it Bread of Heaven, because He 
gave them bread out of heaven to eat. 

Moses told them when and how much 
to gather for each family for weekdays 
and the Sabbath, also how to cook and 
use it. Never once during their long 
journey did God forget to provide the 
food which they needed. 


After the Story—Except for God’s 
gifts of sun and rain coming down 
rom above, we could not have grains, 
vegetables, and fruits which G d pro; 
vides for our food. Somebody must 
plant, pick and prepare our food before 
we can eat it. We often pray, “Give us 
this day our daily bread.” God gives us 
so many kinds of food that we can never 
number nor name them. We can thank 
him very often, and at mealtimes: 

“God is great and God is good. 

And we thank Him for our food, etc.” 


Hand-work.—Let each child draw on 
his piece of paper some things which 
God provid2s as food and drink for us. 
Let each write what he would like to 
say to God for his blessings ;—or give 
to each a type-written copv of a table- 
grace suitable for a child. 

Peoria, ILL. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Continue tracing the Exodus jour- 
ney, as begun last Sunday. 

2. God’s people in need. 

3. Ged’s answer—then, and now. 











ALL into use again the Exodus 

maps begun last Sunday, tracing 
the next stage of ‘that journey, accord- 
ing- to. Exodus 15:22 to 16:1. The 
actual use of the pencil and chalk in 
marking. this route on. the. homemade 
maps impresses the.facts better than any 
words of explanation can do. This 
journey-map is, in itself, a clear his- 


‘| torical outline for the note-books, with 
the addition of brief statements of the | 


time involved, and the outstanding 


events in their order. 

2. Having brought the Israelites to 
the Wilderness of Sin, which is between 
Elim and Shur (did you “encamp” for a 
moment’s view of that refreshing spot 
of twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees, even as the travel-weary 
Israelites did? Such bits of vivid scen- 
ery make the Bible real and delightful, to 
girls especially), note that their first act 
was to complain of the only real hard- 
ship in their condition, the. scarcity of 
food. How like that are we all to-day! 
One distress in the midst of countless 
mercies brings a complaint against God 
from our lips. 

Granted that it may have been a com- 
plete lack of food, could they not have 
trusted God to see and provide—to prove 
himself Jehovah-jireh to them, even as 
he was to Abraham on Mt. Moriah 
(Gen. 22:14 with the margin)? Had 
he not just promised, at Marah, to be 
Jehovah-rapha, “the God that healeth? 
(Exod. 15:26.) We have Jesus’ own 
word for this (Matt. 6:24-34), and 
God’s own assurance that he changes not, 
“the. same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever.” How much sweeter that heavenly 
bread would have tasted had _ they 


‘|.simply trusted till God sent it, instead 


of murmuring about their distress! (1) 


3. But the God who made us always 
remembers “that we are dust,” and pities 
us “like as a father pitieth his children,” 
so he at once “satisfied their desire with 
good things,” and sent the manna. Gather 
all the interesting details of these 
miraculous food-supplies from Exodus 
16 and Numbers 11, for hunger being a 
universal reality all people are inter- 
ested in the food problem—even before 
our Great War experiences. 

This old experience of the Hebrews 
as well as the immediate ones of a war- 
ruined earth, bring out with unanswerable 





force the fact that God recognizes, plans 
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for, supplies the material physical needs 
of men as well as those of the spirit, 
“Christian” Science teaching notwith- 
standing. God himself fed the hungry 
Israelites before he called them to attend 
to the giving of his law. The body and 
its needs are not the end of our exist- 
ence, should never dominate life, but 
they are there, and denying their proper 
plate and care and supply is worse than 
folly,—-sin. / 

But see how wonderfully God uses the 
physical necessity to draw us nearer to 
himself! For in the manner of giving 
and gathering this delicious bread supply, 
God gave his people a constantly-recur- 
ring reminder of himself. Centuries 
later Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 
“Give us this day our daily bread,” and 
was only speaking forth the principle 
upon which the manna was given long 
before. God could have as easily sent 
the forty-years’ supply at once, to be 
drawn from as needed, but he wanted 
his people brought into daily touch with 
himself while supplying their physical 
need. Any attempt to frustrate this plan 
only resulted in complete loss of the 
over-stock. (2) 

Even so we cannot draw to-morrow’s 
supply of faith for to-day’s needs. Did 
you give your heart to Jesus a year ago? 
—two ?—five ? Well,—do it again, to-day, 
every day, and so day by day-find your 
soul’s supply in Him who said of him- 
self, “I am the bread of life...he that 
eateth this bread shall live forever.” (3) 


Home Study 
Memorize Matthew 6: 24-34. 


Practice the Exodus map, trying to 
draw from memory. 


ATLANTA, GA, 


Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is. Taught This Week 

Beginning: _Grumbling. 

Discussion: How God- provided food; 
what the word manna means; why God 
doesn’t send free food now; why no 
manna on the Sabbath. 

Main points: All grumbling is against 
God; helping God feed the world; Sun- 
day meals simple and prepared Saturday. 











RUMBLING again, just because 

they had camp fare instead of home 
cooking out there in the wilderness 
(v. 3). Teacher said he guesses we are 
all descended from those Israelites, we 
grumble so at everything, from our luck 
(whatever that means) to the weather. 
He-had us read the last part of verse 
eight where it says all such grumbling 
is against God, and that made us 
ashamed of the way we had sometimes 
talked. ; 

They might have known God wouldn’t 
let them starve. That very evening 
great flocks of quail came flying along 
and settled down all through the camp. 
You could just run out and pick them 
up with your hands. ~Q boy, wouldn’t 
you like to have been there? So they 
all started up their camp-fires and had 
a regular feast of quail breast for sup- 
per. 

Next morning there was a heavy dew 
all around and when it dried up it left 
the ground covered with little seeds like 
tiny hailstones, only I don’t suppose it 
was white. They had never seen any- 
thing like that before. So they all Be- 


gan asking, “What is it?” till that be-’ 


came its name, what-is-it, manna. It 
was the bread God had promised them. 
They grabbed their pans and gathered 
it up to try different ways of cooking 
it. They found it could be fixed in sev- 
eral ways and tasted like wafers and 
honey. My, it must have been good, 
oy from then on they always had plenty 
ot it. 

But it wasn’t very long till they 
were grumbling again, and saying they 
were tired of the manna (Num. 11:6). I 
suppose some people would kick if the 
Lord gave them a Thanksgiving dinner 
every day in the year. Teacher says 
the folks who have the most usually 
grumble the worst. The trouble isn’t 
in what we have, but in our hearts. Paul 
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had the right idea when he said: “In 
everything give thanks” (1 Thess. 5: 
18). (1) 

“Why doesn’t God feed us that way 
now?” demanded Fatty. “Then we 
wouldn’t have to work.” 

“Why doesn’t the teacher work your 
algebra for you, and the director down 
at the do your physical exercises 
for you?” asked teacher, smiling. 

“Aw, we'd get too soft that way,” an- 
swered Fatty. Then he saw the point 
and began to grin. 

“But God put us here,” persisted 
Bumps. “Looks as if he ought to feed 
us. 

“He does,” replied teacher. “Every- 
thing that grows is from his hand. But 
he-gives us the privilege of helping-him 
feed the world. When the farmer boy 
drills wheat or plows corn or raises a 
pig he is helping God to keep people 
from starving. When a city boy works 
in a grocery or delivers orders or raises 
a backyard garden, he is helping. When 
we save wheat and sugar for Europe, 
and send money to feed the Armenians, 
we are God’s assistants.” 

“What is that yarn about the manna 
getting all wormy on Sunday?” asked 
Bulldog Jones. 

Teacher told him he had it all mixed 
up and called on me to straighten him 
out because that had been my home 
study question. So I explained how they 
had to gather the manna fresh every 
morning because it wouldn’t keep. But 
on the day before their Sabbath twice 
as much manna fell as on other days, 
and it kept for two days, so they didn’t 
have to pick up or cook any on the Sab- 
bath. Mother says that is to teach people 
now to do their Sunday buying and what 
cooking they can on Saturday, so the 
Sabbath can be kept as a day of real 
rest. She says the meat man and the 
iceman and a lot of other men could go 
to church if all ‘the Christian people 
would do as the Israelites did with the 
manna. And she says any family that 
makes their mother spend her Sunday 
cooking a big feed to. stuff their 
stomachs is robbing. her of something 
more valuable than money. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Exodus 18: 1-27. 


What was Jethro’s other 
(Exod. 2: 16-18). 


What\ had Moses done with his wife 
and children? 


Where did they all meet? 
What was taking most of Moses’ time? 
What plan did Jethro suggest? 


What is a boy’s part in Sunday-school 
team-work? 


Terre Haute, INp. 


name? 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








W OULD it not be a good thing if, at 
¥ times, when the family as a whole 
is gathered together, some direct and 
definite testimony be given by the head 
of the family to the saving power of 
God? The father’s witness to the grace 
of God may have a powerful influence 
on the young life which may be under 
his protecting shadow. “Tell these things 
to your children,” is quite a scriptural 
injunction. Such personal testimony is 
free from all officialism, which young 
people too often associate with the pul- 
pit. 


_- 


January 27 to February 2 


Mon.—Exod. 16 : 11-20. 
The Giving of the Manna. 
In John’s Gospel.(chapter 6) we see 
how Christ laid hold on this Old Testa- 
ment incident as symbolizing Himself. 
He claims to supply the great primal 
want of humanity,—the hunger of the 
heart. He becomes the enrichment of all 
sin-stricken souls. Have I claimed my 
portion of that bread? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that there 
may go from the United States~ of 
America to the ends of the earth, 


preachers who shall carry the life-giving 
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What Books Do the 





Great Bible Teachers 





Value Most? 








You know what books you have come to depeud upon in your 
Bible study — but wouldn’t you like to know what books are 


counted the most valuable by a few of the leading Bible teachers 


of to-day ? 


Times ? 


Amon 


Toronto. 


of time” in Bible study. 











The Editor of The Sunday School Times wrote recently to a 
few of these dependable Bible teachers (men who depend on the 
Word of God, and therefore are dependable), saying : 


Will you let me have a brief, spontaneous ex- 
pression of your thoughts on half a dozen books that 

come most prominently to your mind, out of your 
own personal Bible study, and that you would feel 
like recommending to readers of The Sunday School 


those written to were W. L. Pettingil!, Dean of the Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible; Lewis Spate 

of the China Inland Mission; Arno C, 
Hope’; Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, of Wycliffe College, 


The replies of these Bible teachers are singularly interesting and , 
valuable. Many a reader of The Sunday School ‘limes will want to 
have the few books that these men name as having ‘‘met the test 


This unique contribution to your own Bible study will be pub- 
lished in next week’s issue of The Sunday School ‘limes, which is 
to be the annual ‘‘ Bible Study Number” of this journal; it will 
have a wealth of other unusual material on the riches of the Word 
of God and how to make those riches our own. 


Watch your subscription, and the subscriptions of members 
of your club, if the renewal date is about this time; and 
make sure not to miss this Bible Study Number and the rich 
year of editorial features that are planned for 1919. 


Chafer; Henry W. Frost, 
aebelein, Editor of ** Our 
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word to the world’s hungry millions. 
From this rich storehouse the physical 
needs of the world have been met; so 
may the church distribute the “bread of 
life.” 

Tues.—Exod. 16 ¢ 21-30. To be Gathered Early. 


Each one had to rise early and seek 
his daily portion. So it is with the peo- 
ple of God now. The heavenly manna 


must be gathered fresh every morning. | 


Christ must be our primary object. We 
must seek him “early” before “other 
things” have had time to take possession 
of our hearts. 

PRAYER SuGEsTIONS: Pray that the 
unique opportunities for exercising help- 
ful influence enjoyed by the President 
in his visit to European countries may 
be among the means used by the Lord 
for creating world relations which will 
greatly further the cause of Christ. Let 
us bear President Wilson on our hearts, 


that all needed grace may be his. 
Wed.—Exod. 16: 31-36. The Pot of Manna. 


The pot of manna was for a memorial. 
We ought to have ways of keeping alive 
in our memories the goodness of the 
Lord. Let us have something to show 
to those who come after us. Preserve 
the record: of what God has accomplished 
on our behalf. 

Prayer SuGcesTions: There are in- 
dications in some centers that times of 
spiritual refreshing are about to come. 
Pray that Christi people may be of 

uick understanding im the fear of the 
ord, and s2 be able to grasp possibili- 
ties and us? them wisely for the exten- 
sion of soul-winning work. 

Thurs.—Matt. 6: 23-34. Our Daily Bread. 

God has undertaken to feed the world. 
Our daily provision is 'a standing miracle 
of God. Our life is a daily need and 
should be a daily prayer. 

“Lord, for to-morrow and its needs, 
I do not pray; 

Keep me, my God, from stain of sin, 
Just for to-day.” 

PraYER SuccEsTIonNs: Pray that mis- 
sions and missionaries may be found to 


“been 





share the burden of caring for the spirit- 
ual needs of the Mohammedan world; 
for Dr. Zwemer, that he may be greatly 
cheered and blessed in his tireless 
efforts for this important field of labor, 
—hard, but not too hard for God. 
Fri.—John 6:1-14. The Multitude Fed. 

Men, women, children, both sexes, all 
ages, all classes, found the food that they 
needed in the bread that came from 
Christ’s hands. All men need the food 
that Christ provides. It is offered to all 
and it can be relished by all. All the 
world may live upon Him. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
large numbers of good people who have 
brought into financial difficulties 
through the embarrassment caused by 
war. conditions. Pray that they may be 
enabled to quietly take God into partner- 
ship, and through his help solve their 
problems, and thus testify powerfully to 
an unbelieving world. 

Sat.—John 6 : 27-35. The Bread of Life. 

Bread contains all the elements needed 
for nutrition. .A man can thrive on a 
bread diet. In Jesus there is sufficient 
that we need “for the life that now is, 
and that which is to come.” To become 
life-giving, bread must be appropriated. 
Thus Christ satisfies and strengthens. 

Prayer SuGcEsTIOoNS: We cannot be 
too much in prayer for the sad millions 
of Russia in their dire need of shepherd- 
ing in these terrible days. The situation 
would be hopelessly appalling, did we 
not know that our God raiseth the dead. 
Our prayers help amid these frightful 


‘conditions. 


Sun.—John 6 : 48-58. Living Bread. 

There is life in bread, therefore it has 
power to sustain life. The presence of 
life in Jesus Christ makes Him the food 
of men. Here are seme of His great 
words —“I am the life’; “I am the 
resurrection, and the life”; “I am the 
Living one.” 


“Eat, O my friends, the Saviour cries, 
The feast was made for you.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 


In all times of 





| of a modest bit of real experience. 








spiritual movements, God has greatl 
used the testimony of the rank and file 
of the church. Pray that the wealth of 
witness-bearing powers latent in the 
hosts of God may be wakened and 
yielded to the Holy Spirit, adequately 
trained and exercised wisely’ 
New York Ciry. . 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





“J Will’—and What Will I? 
(Consecration meet- 


February 9. 
Heb. 10: 5-9, 19-25. 
ing, Decision Day.) 

February 16. Our Relation to God. 

- Trusting. Ps. o1: 1-16. 

February 23. Christianity and the Toilers of 

Japan. Matt. 28: 16-20. (Missionary meet- 


II. 


ing.) 

March 2. Our Relation to God. III. Obey- 
ing. John 15: 12-17. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 


Sunday, February 2 
The Best Things in Christian Endeavor 
(Tit. 2:11-14; 3:8) 
(Christian Endeavor Day). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Definite duties. 1 Cor. 12: 4-11. 
Tues.—Opportunities to serve. 1 Tim. 


6: 12-21. 
Wed.—Wide fellowship. Eph. 3: 14-21. 
Thurs.—Christian training. 1 Tim. 4: 
8-16. 
Fri—A high ideal. Heb. 12: 1-4. 
Sat.—A devotional life. Psa. 95: 1-11. 











How can we discover good things in Chris- 
tian Endeavor? 

How can we make the “best things” still 
better? 

What thing in Christian Endeavor has 
especially helped you? 


E GROW by what we give. The 

lessons we would remember we 
must not only learn but teach. The 
gains which we would keep we must 
share: It was the unconscious recogni- 
tion of this law which made the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Movement when it began, 
and which makes it now, such a truly 
useful movement to the life of the 
Church. It gave and gives the young 
people opportunity to say a word or to 
do a duty of their own. It bade them 
to say a natural and simple prayer, or to 
read a word of Scripture, or to speak 
This 
is the way to help people,—help them 
to help themselves by helping others. 


There is both an inner and an outer 
life. They cannot be separated without 
injury to each. Meditation and inward 


worship without action is selfish and im- | 


poverishing. Action without springs of 
conscience and principle will ‘be super- 
ficial and precarious. Full power is 
found in creed and deed combined, in 
secret fellowship and in active service. 
The Christian Endeavor Movement com- 
bined these two necessary and comple- 
mentary elements in the Christian life 
and character. There must be a secret 
life in God. There must be an outward, 
busy, friendly work with men. 


4 

“First the blade, then the ear, then 
the full corn in the ear.” Our Lord 
recognized clearly the law of develop- 
ment. The blade, the ear, the full corn 
has each its own place. In the Church 
there is work for the old and for the 
men and women in their prime, for the 
young people and for the little children. 
‘The Christian Endeavor Movement dis- 
cerned this and provided for it. It pro- 
posed the kind of service in the Church 
and for people which it was fitting that 
the young should do,— friendly deeds of 
kindness, helpful support of the minis- 
ter, work for missions. It supplied each 
one with definite and appropriate duties. 
And what greater help can be given to 
any one than to help him to know and 
do a duty? eB 


“Now hath God set the members each 
one of then in the body, even as it 
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Florida Bible Conference 


JANUARY» 18, 1919 





pleased him.” Fellowship and unity are 
the very law of life. “Me” has only a 
partial meaning until it is combined with, 
‘My friends.” The Christian Endeavor 
Movement provided a hearty and gen- c 
uine fellowship. By its local meetings 

and by its conventions Christians be- 

came acquainted. _This whole genera- 

tion of Christians is more united and 
friendly and useful because of these 

years of comradeship in worship and. 

good works. 

we 


Only with others shall we comprehend — - 
the love of: God. 

All the good of the past should be . 
kept and increased with the good of > 
the future. . 

There is mare to “the communion of 
the saints” than we have yet experi- 










enced. 
New York. Ciry. 


SATISFACTION | 


rc The nutritional needs of a 
poorly nourished babe, a 
fast-growing boy or girl, or 
an anemic adult, are more 


perfectly satisfied by 


SCOTT'S EMULSION jj | 


than by any other tonic-food. 
Its particular mission is to 
help Nature form new, red 
blood, build up wasted 
tissue and nourish the tired, 
thread-worn nerves. 

For satisfaction—Scott’s. 

It builds up strength. 


Scott & Bowne, 
Bloomfield, N. J. 
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|Cuticura Soap! 


IS IDEAL 


For the Hands 


Soap 25c., Ointment 25°& 50c., Talcum 2%5c. Sample 
‘each mailed free by “‘Outicura, Dept, M, Boston.” 
































The Annual Southfield Bible.Conference Will 
Be Held at Crescent City, Florida, 
February 20 to March 9, 1919. 
SPEAKERS THUS FAR ENGAGED: 
Rev. GeorGe E. Gu1txe, Bible teacher, of the Moody 

Bible Institute, Chicago. 
nay, Se Sperry Cuarsr, Bible teacher, of New 
or 


Rev. WituraM L. Pettincitt, Dean of the Philadel- 
delphia School of the Bible. 

Rev. Rottin THomas CHaFeEr, Bible teacher, with 
the colors at Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C 

Cuarves GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times, Philadelphia. 





This conference has met for many years and has al. 
wage hoon 4 omen OF Blesing to these who oliend. For 

neral information, dd: le Conf Secretary, 
oe . Florida. 





High SchoolCourse 


Se 
In Two Years 
The lack of High School Training 
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one or two colors enamel. Silver plate 


$2.00 doz. Steriting siiver, 350 en. 
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The most helpful and 


ad _ 18m Prem no help = 


- every teacher and Bible 


Price, $1.25 net; $1.35 delivered 
7W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


Chicago, Ill. Boston, Mass. 
For Sale by all Booksellers 


PELOUBETS SELECT NOTES 











What is sin? 





page 


Scofield 





Helps ai all the hard 
Bible on the pages w 
eur. _Dr. Sco 
to a Bible study course. 
New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 


This question is answered on 
1194 of the 


Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D. 
laces in the 
re they oc- 
shelps are equal 


Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. Ail all dealers. 





35 West 32d Street, - o é 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
° New York 











60 Cents, Postpaid 


ONE GIRE’S INFLUENCE 


By Dr. R. E. Speer 


Or Your Own Book Dealer 


Send to F. H. ANDREWS, Plainfield, N. J. 





Community singing, etc. 
lar melodies with new appropriate poems. 


$6 the hundred. 


Yree sample to leaders. 


Songs — 46 in all, for 

| T RY receptions to returning 
Soldiers and Sailors ; 

Contains stirring old popu- 


everybody can sing without practice. 10c by mail — 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Phila. 
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and Shanghai, China. 
clude postage: 


$1.25 


year. 


$1.75 


for every ten paid for in a club. 


beyon 
cial request. 


16031 Walnut Street, 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
These rates in- 


Five or more copies, either 
to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 


One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.75 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
Y aid we allow one subscription additional 


son paget is not sent to any subscriber 
the time paid for, except by spe- 





The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Children at Home 





Don’s “Special Duty” 
By Minnie L. Upton 


‘¢C@OMEHOW,” said Don Lowden, as 
he stood at the sitting-room win- 
dow, one January morning, looking down 
the snowy road, “there doesn’t seem to 
be anything special to do, now that it’s 
winter |” ‘ 
“Not enough to do, Don?” asked his 
mother, smiling. nee. 
“Oh, yes, mother — enough kindlings 


.| to chop, and wood to bring in, and water 


to pump, and school to attend, but I 
mean something special.” 


“Like what, for instance?” asked 
mother. dead 
“Well, now,” answered Don, “last 


summer there were the war gardens to 
tend ; and then in October we Boy Scouts 
had special duty at the Fair, looking out 
for old people and children; and then 
we distributed posters for the Liberty 
Loan. But now there doesn’t seem to 
be anything really special,— not way out 
here in the country, anyway. I s’pose 
that in the city where cousin Harold 
lives there are lots of fine patriotic 
things for boys my size. Having Dick 
home on leave makes me think of it 
more. Wish he didn’t have to go back 
to-morrow. Seems as if he hadn’t been 
home more than a day, doesn’t it!” 

“His week’s leave has seemed short,” 
said Mrs. Lowden, wiping her eyes with 
her apron when she thought Don wasn’t 
looking. “But it is such a comfort to 
fix up this box of goodies for him to 
take! Want to seed these raisins? 
There are plenty, so you can eat a few, 
and they won’t be missed. And then there 
are eggs to beat. And I do believe I’ve 
burned all the wood in the box, it takes 
such a hot fire for cookies!” | 

Don- went to work with a will, and 


was so busy that he could hardly be- | 


lieve it when the clock struck twelve. 


In came his father, and brother Dick, written from the Methodist standpoint 


| his book is 


home from the village. 
“We'll have~to start early in the 
morning, mother,” said Dick —“by seven 
sharp. Can’t make good connections by 
the later train.” 
“So soon?” mourned Mrs. 


for the box was to be a surprise that 


Dick was not to know about until it was | 


put in the sleigh in the morning. 

Next morning there was so much to 
be done — chores to attend to, breakfast, 
extra big and good, to be eaten, Old Fan 
to be harnessed — no wonder that, when 
Mrs. Lowflen and Don turned — after 
the team had disappeared, looking a mere 
speck, around the bend a quarter of a 
mile away —the box should still be on 
a chair, half hidden by the tablecloth. 

“Oh, oh!” cried mother. Then she 
threw her apron over her head, and 
cried! Mother crying! Don couldn’t 
bear it! He thought hard, and quick! 
Suddenly he threw his arms about his 
mother’s neck, and gave her a quick 
“bear hug.” 

“IT know, I know!” he shouted. “J can 
manage it! There’s a splendid crust on 
the fields this morning. I can take my 
sled, and scoot across lots down the 
hills, and get to the Meadow Bridge be- 
fore they can with Old Fan! I know 
I can!” 

_ “I believe you can!” cried mother, 
jumping up, and whisking the tears away 
briskly. “Here ——” 

But Don was already racing off for his 
sled. They lashed the box on quickly 
with a strong cord, drew the sled to the 
top of the hill field, and away Don went. 
How mother watched him! Once he 
bumped off at a crust-covered hillock, 
and the sled dashed off without him! But 
it caught in a little fir tree, and Don 
captured it and was off and away! Then 
there was a fence to be climbed, and the 
sled pulled through. Then away again! 
Would he make it? worried mother for 
a moment. But only for a moment. Of 
Don was not the sort 


course, he would! 
of boy to fail! 
Then she thought of Grandfather’s old 
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telescope. She ran in and found it, and 
ran up to the attic. From the.south win- 
dow she could see the Meadow Bridge. 
Not a speck marked the whiteness of the 
level road, Had Old Fan, putting on an 
extra spurt for the occasion, passed the 
Bridge, climbed the hill, and now gone 
hopelessly out of reach?- What if—ah, 
there was Don, climbing the fence from 
out the shadow of a clump of evergreen! 
And just as he got the sled through, and 
drew it to the side of the road, Old Fan 
came in sight, making fine time, too! 
But Don and the sled and the precious 
box of goodies had won! 

Presently Don came in, rosy, panting, 
and laughing triumphantly. “Was that 
‘special duty,’ mother?” he asked, his 
eyes twinkling. 

“Indeed it was,” said mother. “I am 
sure that you are the only boy in the 
whole United States who has had a bit 
of duiy, for the good of the Service, 
quite so very special as that flying trip!” 


Boston. 





Books Worth Noting 











Martin Luther: The Story of His 
Life (By Elsie Singmaster) is a good 
readable version of a story that has been 
told a thousand times, and never loses 
interest. It shows that its author has 
been reading the recent literature, as she 
leaves the story of Luther leaping to his 
feet as he climbed the Scala Sancta at 
least doubttul. But she is not always 
careful enough. She converts Albert of 
Brandenburgh’s sees from two _ into 
three, and misses the connection of the 
story of the Indulgences with the cost 
of his pallium. Nor should she have 
called October 31 “the Feast of All 
Saints,” of which it was only. the eve 
(“Hallowe’en). (Houghton Mifflin Com- 
pany, Boston, $1 net.) 


The Experimental Note (By Wilbur 
Fletcher Sheridan).—The author aims 
at restating some of the great truths 
associated with Methodism, but though 


equally suitable to all 
preachers, because its fundamental em- 
phasis is that of the New Testament. 


| The first seven of the twenty-eight chap- 


| 
Lowden. | 
“T’ll have to pack”—then she stopped; | 


ters discuss various aspects of modern 
preaching, dealing respectively with the 
Experimental Emphasis, the Speculative, 
the Ritualistic, the Sociological, the 
Ecclesiastical, the Literary, and the 
Evangelistic. Then follow chapters deal- 
ing with other aspects of preaching, such 
as “Current Pulpit Themes”; “Culture 
and Evangelism’; “The Paralysis of 
Pessimism,” and several others equally 
interesting and timely. The counsels 
are pointed by apt quotations from rep- 
resentative men, though sometimes a 
name is used which carries -no weight 
with those who know. The teaching is 
admirable. If only the writer’s counsels 


| were heeded in present day preaching, 
ie difference would soon be seen and 
| Telt. 


The ,book is a most valuable pre- 
sentation of what preachers should do 
and avoid, and those who use it will be 
grateful for the apt, forceful and spirit- 
ual advice given. (Jennings and Gra- 
ham, New York, $1.25 net.) 


Franklin Spencer Spalding — Man 
and Bishop (By John Howard Melish). 
— Whatever we may think of the rather 
vague theology and the Socialism of 
Bishop Spalding, it is impossible to with- 
hold from him the admiration due to a 
brave, earnest, and devoted man. He 
gave himself without reserve to the 
work of the difficult diocese of Utah, 
won the confidence and respect of its 
mine-workers and its Latter Day Saints, 
and approached both as a brother man. 
He did not antagonize the Mormon 
body in the ordinary way, but studied 
their literature and history, tried to get 
their point of view, and sought to ac- 
celerate the process by which—as he 
believed—they are “ridding themselves 
of “blood atonement,” polygamy, and 
other wrongs, and are transforming into 
an ordinary Christian sect. Yet he ad- 
ministered what is probably the hardest 
blow that their founder. has received as 





35 


an “inspired translator” of the mysteri- 
ous plates from which he professed to 
render the Book of Mormon. He sent 
the facsimile of Joseph Smith’s render- 
ing of another mysterious manuscript 
into English, and of the manuscript it- 
self, to scores of acknowledged scholars 
in Europe and America. They all with 
one consent pronounced that the manu- 
script was a copy of the Egyptian “Book 
of the Dead,” and that the “translation” 
had no correspondence with the orig- 
inal. (The Macmillan Company, New 
York, $2.25.) N 
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Giving Full and Wide Notice 


of the celebrated 


February Sale of Furniture 
at Wanamaker’s, 


| Philadelphia 


Ready Saturday, February 1— But the Goods to Be Seen and Orders Taken on 


Three Days of Courtesy—January 29, 30 and 31 | 


€@ Wanamaker half-yearly furniture sales. are sony believed to be the largest retail 
| business events in the world, but their greatest distinction is not that. they have. estab- 
— : vent s record in size, but that they have set up a world standard in service 
| and reliability. - 


@ In order to make them what they are, we have always had to keep our eyes upon 
the main thing, and the main thing was to find the nght goods to put into them— 
the goods that people desire and upon which they can place absolute dependence. ( 


@ We are glad to be able to assure our friends that for this coming February Sale 
we have found the furniture that people desire and upon which they can place 
absolute dependence. We have furniture of that kind in a variety such as can be 
seen nowhere else —no other two: large stocks combined can offer such fine choice —. 
and we can offer this furniture of assured quality at very attractive reductions from 
our regular prices. 


@ People have been known to come a thousand miles to buy fumiture in one of 
these Half-Yearly Sales. Very many come hundreds of miles to take advantage of 
the opportunities they present. 


@ Whether you are within one mile or a thousand of the Wanamaker Store, you 
can depend upon it that the coming February Sale will hold opportunities which for 
your home’s sake you should not let pass. | 


@ Quality, beauty, desirableness, diversity of choice, economy, courtesy—these things 
mean helpfulness, and these are the things that will distinguish our sale, not only as 
usual, but more so. 


JOHN WANAMAKER PHILADELPHIA 
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